Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

August 14, 2022

St. Therese Little flower parish

“I will send down a shower of roses

from the heavens, I will spend my
heaven by doing good on earth.”

― St. Thérèse of Lisieux

MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday Masses
Sunday……………...…….……………......9:00 a.m.

Weekday Mass
Wednesday………….…...…………….....12:00 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Contact Fr. Don Farnan
Office Hours
Monday-Friday……………..…….9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Closed Noon-1:00 p.m.
Tel: 816.444.5406………….……...Fax: 816.444.9345
Senior Center………….…………...…...816.444.3514
Website:…………………….………...www.stlfkc.org
Diocesan Ombudsman:………….……...816.812.2500
Whitney True-Francis, Victims’ - Advocate Coordinator
816.392.0011

MISSION STATEMENT
We, God’s people, are a remnant whose faith has been
tested and tempered by the transitions in our neighborhoods and our church. We do not have one common
ethnic, religious, social, or economic background. We
do have a common experience, of being the diverse but
complementary members of the one Body of Christ.
Because of this common experience, We choose to be
St. Therese Parish Community.
We choose to use our gifts to build up the Body of
Christ Incarnate here. This mission must take place
both within the faith community and in reaching out to
others. We confess the need to become more aware of
one another and of the Lord calling us to be united in
God’s spirit. We will strive to develop this awareness
not only for our own sake, but so that we may become
credible and inviting to those seeking Christ and His
Gospel.
We answer this calling first by faithfully sharing the
Word and breaking Bread together. We then realize our
vocation to affirm one another’s gift, to reach out to the
poor, to work for justice, to help form young minds and
hearts, to acknowledge the place of the elders in our
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Sunday, Aug. 14—20th Sunday in Ordinary Time—9 am Mass
Mass Intention for St. Therese Community

Wednesday, Aug. 17—Noon Mass—St. Jeanne of the Cross
Delanoue
Sunday, Aug. 21—21st Sunday in Ordinary Time—9 am Mass
Mass Intention for St. Therese Community

St. Therese Little Flower community prays for the following:
Donna Arnone, Mike and Rosemary Arnone, Bridgette Atkinson,
Marian Barackman, Barbara Beades, David Biersmith, Sheila
Brashear, Mary L. Brown, Juanita Cherry, Aquilla Clark, Elliott
Clark, Lisa Coan, Quinn Cogan, Evelyn Coleman, Charles Coulter,
Barbara Jo Davis, Pamela Denson, Carol Dodd, Peter Doyle, Jessie Mae Frazier, JoAnn Freeman, Linda Friesen, Ernestine Iseman,
Tom Iseman, Dan Ivory, Joyce Jones, Maggie Karnes, Mary B.
Kratofil, Benjamin Lenley, Sr., Aidan Liesveld, Jim Lipps, Stephen
Loston, Annie McCalla, Bob McCombs, Helen McVay, Jeannine
Mock, Doris Moore, Venus Moore, Freida Moss, John R. O’Malley, Luqrecia Preston, Marilyn Richardson, Judy Rieck, Ed Rogers,
Fr. Bob Rost, Donald Sanders, Sharon Sanders, Oden Sainte, Lee
John Scott, Sharon Sears, Bill Seiter, Patricia Seiter, Arthur Shelton, Allen Shelton, Jeremiah Smith, Olivia Smith, Tracy Smith,
Elaine Stevenson, Michael Stevenson, Edmond Stryker, Karen
Talley, Ron Walton, Diane Washington, Joshua Webb, Jr., Bobby
J. Willis, Antwine Williams, Lonnie Woodard, Family of Charles
Woods, the elderly and infirmed, the chronically ill and caregivers; for those who attend to the dying and grieving; for medical
professionals and first responders; for those seeking a better life for
their families.
For those suffering from Covid-19 and their families, for the many
disabled who are fighting the virus, for those in hospitals and nursing homes who cannot have visitors and families isolated from
their loved ones, those who have died and the many health care
workers and staffs who serve those who are ill, at their own risk.

For the homeless and those lost in this world; for those who harbor
hatred, those whose right to livelihood and respect are disregarded,
those who live in fear and especially for those who have no one to
pray for them. For all of God’s people in this most difficult time.
For the people in lands under the threat and reality of war, especially Ukraine.
For the brokenness that exists anywhere, in our hearts, minds, body
and spirits, that we might be healed. For any brokenness that exists
in our city, country and world, that we might be instruments of
healing and peace.
“Heal Our Land, Lord. Heal Our Land!”
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August 14, 2022—Ministers
Lectors
Eucharistic Ministers
Carol Johnson
Dan Dakotas
Martha Graham
August 21, 2022—Ministers
Gloria Burrell
Birdie Miller
Cathy Allin

Pray with Scripture...
August 14, 2022
Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10
Psalm 40:2, 3, 4, 18
Hebrews 12: 1-4
Luke 12:49-53

YOUR GIFTS

August 21. 2022
Isaiah 66:18-21
Psalm 117:1, 2
Hebrews 12:5-7, 11-13
Luke 13:22-30
Week of
8/7/2022

Weekly Budget
Difference +/-

Offertory

$4,724.65

Emergency Assistance

$1,167.00
$475.00

+$931.38
+$282.38

Senior Center
Rent

+$128.85

$400.00

Benefactor
Parish Based Ministry
Grant

$5,000.00
$7,500.00

Other

$472.55

Total

$19,739.20

Please consider giving via bank draft from your savings or checking
account or by debit or credit card. Go to stlfkc.org and click on “Give”
to sign up or to submit your offering. You can select Regular Tithe,
Emergency Assistance, Christmas Baskets, Senior Center or Other to designate your donation. You also have the option of having your donation submitted on a recurring basis. Please be as
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Weekly Reflection on God’s Word
Jeremiah 38:4-6, 8-10
Hebrews 12: 1-4

Psalm 40:2, 3, 4, 18
Luke 12:49-53

A little American History will assist in understanding today’s First Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah. Ulysses S.
Grant, the commanding General of the Union Forces has
been battling the forces of The Confederacy, Robert E.
Lee through the final years of what is known as The
American Civil War, which is also referred to in the
southern states as “The Recent disturbance.” At the end of
warring, these two heroes meet on April 9, 1865, in a little
courthouse in Appomattox, Virginia. Grant asks for
“unconditional surrender” which puts Lee in a dilemma. If
he surrenders, will Grant’s troops slaughter the remaining
men under Lee’s leadership and their horses and destroy
the remaining farms? If he does not surrender, then the
war continues and he will probably be killed himself
along with the troops and horses anyway.
He does surrender and Grant allows Lee to keep is sword
and allows Lee’s soldiers to return to their farms and villages with horses and guns. Lee maintains his stature and
Grant will soon be President of the reunited States of
America.
Now we turn to our Reading. Jeremiah has been speaking
from his faith and heart to the soldiers and people of the
city of Jerusalem. He has been causing problems by encouraging the people to surrender to the surrounding enemy. Some of the civic leaders, “princes” petition King
Zedekiah, to have Jeremiah killed because of his preaching. So, Zedekiah is in a similar condition as was Lee. He
has to make a life-saving determination. Ebed-melech
advises his king to allow Jeremiah to be pulled out of the
cistern into which the “non-surrenders” have thrown him.
Jeremiah is saved and in the following verses of this chapter (38), you will read and enjoy how these exciting
events end and how Jerusalem and Jeremiah survive.

August 14, 2022

On Vacation…..
Will return in September

August 15—Solemnity of the Most Blessed Virgin Mary
August 17—Fr. Don Farnan’s Birthday
August 28—Celebrate the Feast of St. Louis
at the 9 am Mass
October 2—Feast of St. Therese Mass (10 am) at Swope
Park
Bandstand—followed by lunch and
activities

... for your generosity in
helping Thelma Smith
since she lost her home.
Please keep her in your
prayers as we need to find
her a place to live and a
job. She is a CNA so she will be in demand once we get
everything else in line. Contact Sr. Helen Alder with
suggestions or questions—816-942-2746.
The St. Therese BOOK CLUB will
begin on Sept 16, 2022 at 4:00 PM.
We meet in the living room of the
office building.

We will be reading Near Occasions
of Grace, by Richard Rohr.
We will meet on the third Thursday
of Sept, Oct., Nov., and Dec. The
Knights of Columbus have given us
money to buy the books. Please
contact Sr. Helen Alder at 816-9422746 if you want to join the Book
Club and she will order the books.
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Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary—August 15 Great
Things from God

In reflecting on the assumption of Mary,
we might wonder what this has to do with
us. The answer is quite simple: Whatever
God has done for Mary, God has done or
will do for us. Mary was conceived without
original sin, and in the waters of baptism,
we are cleansed of original sin. Mary
brought Christ into the world, in the anointing with chrism, we are commissioned to
bring him into the world by what we say and do. And as Mary was
assumed into heaven, a place in heaven awaits us.
In the Gospel of Luke 1:46–47, we hear Mary’s great prayer of
thanksgiving, a prayer we are invited to make our own: Our souls
proclaim the greatness of the Lord. Our spirits rejoice in God our
Savior.

Many years ago, when I was a seminarian, I did some volunteer
work at an inner-city parish in Chicago. The pastor emeritus had
been retired there for many years. When he was pastor in the 1960s
and 70s, the neighborhood around the parish changed. It had once
been a large Irish Catholic community, but as Black families began
to move in, most of the long-time parishioners began to move out.
The pastor strove to welcome the new members of the community
and at the same time to encourage the parishioners to stay in the
neighborhood and welcome their new neighbors, too. While many
of the white parishioners moved away, he stayed. And when he
retired, he asked the new pastor if he could continue to stay.
I got to know him as a kind, old man—a man of God—who cared
deeply for the people of God no matter their race, color, or creed.
When I was a deacon, I would sometimes assist him at Mass. His
vision was going and he was sometimes forgetful, losing track of
where he was in the Mass. After a while, he could no longer preside and rarely left his room, and on occasion I would bring him
his meals and we would talk.
During one conversation, he told me that he wanted the Magnificat, the prayer of Mary, to be read at his funeral. He was afraid that
whoever preached at his funeral would make him out to be a good
and holy man, and he wanted none of that.
What he wanted people to remember was what Mary wanted people to remember: “The Mighty one has done great things for me,
and holy is his name” (Luke 1:49). Mary takes no credit for anything and instead points to what God has done for her. The old,
dying priest wanted to be remembered for what God had done, not
for what he had done.
Every evening, millions of people in the church pray the Magnificat. Every time I pray it, I am reminded to remember what Mary
and that old, dying priest remembered: “The Mighty One has done
great things for me, and holy is his name.” Dennis Chriszt, C.PP.S.
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August 14, 2022
Weekly Reflection on God’s Word (cont’d)
Christian Spirituality may be defined as living,
with the tensions caused by our responding to the
invitations of Jesus in the Gospels and in our lives.
Tensions are a part of every relationship and what
we hear in today’s Gospel Reading is full of them.
The big question is whether there can be peace
while experiencing tensions.

Our TV advertisements promote many items to
resolve these nasty tensions. Jesus seems to be
advertising something quite different.
This is a puzzling bit of Scripture we have to ponder and pray with. The “peace” which Jesus has
come not to establish is a soft, “kind-of” relational
tenseless accommodation. Jesus, rather, is inviting
His followers into a real relationship in which selfishness, uncaring, violence, and irreverence is
confronted. Those following Jesus have all the
human characteristics as we do. I was speaking
tonight to a young mother who was trying to
“reason” with her two-year old son. We all have
lots of “terrible-twoness” in us and His invitations
are directed right into those self-establishing, selfdeterminating forces.
Our spirituality is centered on our making decisions which allow us to listen to His invitation and
as well to the human invitations which cause the
Holy Tension we call Faith. As sacred as family
was in the times of Jesus, He speaks right to how
Faith calls for decisions and decisions can cause
tensions. I find the “peace” Jesus came to offer
flows from our not allowing our belief in Jesus to
separate us from, but unite us to His family members, our sisters and brothers. This will sometimes
cause tensions, but tensions prove the quality of
His relationship with us and us with Him and
within ourselves.
Creighton University Online Ministry
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Senior Center Hours
Mon—Wed, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Daily Lunch Hours:
Mon.-Wed, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Over 60 yrs. — $3 suggested donation —
All others $5.75
Reservation at Sign-In Table; 1 day in advance
“Thank You”
St. Therese Senior Center — 816.444.3514
All are encouraged to wear a mask.

Neighborhood News
Grill For Glory, free hotdogs every Saturday, 1-3pm,
3634 Brooklyn, Mt. Sinai, Join us for community connection.
Free Hot Food at the corner of Independence and
Monroe, every Sunday at 4:00pm, rain or shine.
School Uniforms, at Community Assistance, 1700 E.
8th Street, July 6-August 25, 816-329-1441, Mondays,
Wednesday, and Thursdays, 1-3pm. For students within the KCMO school districts that require school uniforms in grades PreK-6. Parent must be able to provide
photo ID, Child’s birth certificate/SS card, proof of address and income.
Paid Pre-Apprentice Lineman—Earn $28.59/hr
Come to Full Employment Council location near you to
complete registration, pre-screening and schedule testing, must be a Missouri resident.

Practice ACT Test for High School Students Register for test date September10, Auditorium of the West
Wyandotte Library, Room opens at 8:45am, test begins
at 9:00am register at https://librarymarket.com/event/
act-practice-test
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Parish Staff
Fr. Don Farnan, Parochial Administrator
dfarnan@stlfkc.org
Sr. Helen Alder, Parish Nurse
816.942.2746
B.J. Atkinson, Director, Emergency Assistance
bjatkinson@stlfkc.org
Donna Arnone, Business Manager
busmgr@stlfkc.org
Tami Chestnut, Director, Gospel Choir
816.812.1826
tchestnut@stlfkc.org
Estelle Tunley, Director, Liturgy & Music
etunley@stlfkc.org
Sharon Sanders, Director, Senior Center & 816.444.3514
Safe Environment Coordinator ssanders@stlfkc.org
Diocesan Ombudsman, Joe Crayon
816.812.2500
crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org
Victim Assistance Coordinator, Whitney True-Francis
816.392.0011
true.francis@diocesekcsj.org
Pastoral Council
Charlene Andrews
913.634.2031
payleejane@yahoo.com
Elliott Clark
816.896.2907
elliottclark50@att.net
Roberta Gumbel (Co-chair) 917.826.5688
gumbelr@msn.com
Carol Johnson
816.769.7534
cjohns1941@gmail.com
Rosalind O’Hora
816.394.5923
Rosalind.ohora@att.net
Brian Reeves (Co-chair) 816.728.-0883
BeKayR@aol.com
Alicia Rowland
913.205.8588
acd2992@gmail.com
Sr. Gabrielle Smits
816-3042360
gmsmits42@gmail.com
Finance Committee
Bridgette Atkinson
Carmen Denvir
Sharon Hardy (Chair)
Hazel McAllister
Bill Poppie

816.778.2953
816.82.2517
816.898.9251
816.260.4787
913.209.3411

abridgette89@gmail.com
cdenvir514@gmail.com
sharonauditor1@gmail.com
hb50mcallister@gmail.com
bpoppie1947@gmail.com

Anointing of the Sick: Sacrament takes place at seasonal communal
celebrations and may be requested as needed and offered after Mass.
Eucharist for the Sick: Contact the Parish Office.
Catechumenate Inquiry, Marriage Preparation, Baptism and Sacrament of
Reconciliation—contact Fr. Don

Bridges to Contemplative Living with Thomas
Merton
Sept. 15, 29; Oct. 13, 27; Nov. 10
Thursdays 6:45-8:30 p.m. central time
In person and via Zoom.
Led by Fr. Garry Richmeier C.PP.S.
Take a journey of spiritual transformation with Monk
Thomas Merton. Over five sessions you will learn about
contemplative living through prayers, readings from Merton and other spiritual masters, along with questions for
small group dialogue. Register Now.
Get detailed information on these and other events at:
www.pbrenewalcenter.org/events/

The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual
abuse in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or
suspect sexual abuse:
1) Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is
currently under the age of 18), and

2) Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and
3) After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report
suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Diocesan
Ombudsman Joe Crayon at 816.812-2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org, if
the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee, or volunteer of the Diocese of
Kansas City-St. Joseph. The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing
care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their families. Please
contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim Assistance Coordinator, at 816.392.0011
or true.francis@diocesekcsj.org
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