Fifth Sunday of Easter

May 15, 2022

St. Therese Little flower parish

“I will send down a shower of roses
from the heavens, I will spend my

heaven by doing good on earth.”

― St. Thérèse of Lisieux

MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday Masses
Sunday……………...…….……………......9:00 a.m.
Weekday Mass
Wednesday………….…...…………….....12:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Contact Fr. Matt Rotert
Office Hours
Monday-Friday……………..…….9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Closed Noon-1:00 p.m.
Tel: 816.444.5406………….……...Fax: 816.444.9345
Senior Center………….…………...…...816.444.3514
Website:…………………….………...www.stlfkc.org
Diocesan Ombudsman:………….……...816.812.2500
Whitney True-Francis, Victims’ Advocate Coordinator
816.392.0011

MISSION STATEMENT
We, God’s people, are a remnant whose faith has been tested
and tempered by the transitions in our neighborhoods and our
church. We do not have one common ethnic, religious,
social, or economic background. We do have a common
experience, of being the diverse but complementary members
of the one Body of Christ. Because of this common
experience, We choose to be St. Therese Parish Community.
We choose to use our gifts to build up the Body of Christ
Incarnate here. This mission must take place both within the
faith community and in reaching out to others. We confess
the need to become more aware of one another and of the
Lord calling us to be united in God’s spirit. We will strive to
develop this awareness not only for our own sake, but so that
we may become credible and inviting to those seeking Christ
and His Gospel.
We answer this calling first by faithfully sharing the Word
and breaking Bread together. We then realize our vocation to
affirm one another’s gift, to reach out to the poor, to work for
justice, to help form young minds and hearts, to acknowledge
the place of the elders in our community, and to create a
climate of fellowship for all people.
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Sunday, May 15, 2022—5th Sunday of Easter
Mass—9:00 am Celebrant—Fr. Rotert
Mass Intention for St. Therese Parishioners
Wednesday, May 18, 2022—St. John I
Mass—Noon
Sunday, May 22, 2022—6th Sunday of Easter
Mass—9:00 am Celebrant—Fr. Ravi
Mass Intention for St. Therese Parishioners

St. Therese Little Flower community prays for the following:
Mike and Rosemary Arnone, Bridgette Atkinson, Marian Barackman, David Biersmith, Mary L. Brown, Juanita Cherry, Aquilla
Clark, Elliott Clark, Lisa Coan, Quinn Cogan, Evelyn Coleman,
Charles Coulter, Barbara Jo Davis, Pamela Denson, Carol Dodd,
Peter Doyle, Jessie Mae Frazier, JoAnn Freeman, Linda Friesen,
Ernestine Iseman, Tom Iseman, Dan Ivory, Mary B. Kratofil, Benjamin Lenley, Jr., Benjamin Lenley, Sr., Aidan Liesveld, Jim Lipps,
Benni Lipschuetz, Stephen Loston, Annie McCalla, Bob
McCombs, Helen McVay, Jeannine Mock, Doris Moore, Venus
Moore, Freida Moss, John R. O’Malley, Luqrecia Preston, Marilyn
Richardson, Judy Rieck, Ed Rogers, Fr. Bob Rost, Donald Sanders,
Oden Sainte, Lee John Scott, Sharon Sears, Bill Seiter, Patricia
Seiter, Arthur Shelton, Allen Shelton, Jeremiah Smith, Olivia
Smith, Tracy Smith, Elaine Stevenson, Michael Stevenson, Edmond Stryker, Karen Talley, Toinette Tomayo, Joshua Webb, Jr.,
Dorothy Whited, Bobby J. Willis, Antwine Williams, Family of Art
Winter, Lonnie Woodard, the elderly and infirmed, the chronically
ill and caregivers; for those who attend to the dying and grieving;
for medical professionals and first responders; for those seeking a
better life for their families.
For those suffering from Covid-19 and their families, for the many
disabled who are fighting the virus, for those in hospitals and nursing homes who cannot have visitors and families isolated from their
loved ones, those who have died and the many health care workers
and staffs who serve those who are ill, even at their own risk.
For the homeless and those lost in this world; for those who harbor
hatred, those whose right to livelihood and respect are disregarded,
those who live in fear and especially for those who have no one to
pray for them. For all of God’s people in this most difficult time.
For the people in lands under the threat and ;reality of war, especially Ukraine.
For the brokenness that exists anywhere, in our hearts, minds, body
and spirits, that we might be healed. For any brokenness that exists
in our city, country and world, that we might be instruments of
healing and peace.
“Heal Our Land, Lord. Heal Our Land!”
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May 15, 2022—Ministers
Lectors
Eucharistic Ministers
Rosalind O’Hora
Sr. Gabrielle Smits
Anola Pickett
May 22, 2022—Ministers
Lectors
Eucharistic Ministers
Paul Tancredi
Mary Sweat
Gloria Burrell

Pray with Scripture...
May 15, 2022
Acts 14:21-27
Psalm 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13
Revelation 21:1-5a
John 13:31-33a, 34-35

YOUR GIFTS
Offertory
Emergency Assistance

Senior Center
Rent
Other
Total

May 22, 2022
Acts 15: 1-2, 22-29
Psalm 67: 2-3, 5, 6 and 8
Revelation 21: 10-14, 22-23
John 14: 23-29

Week of
5/8/2022

$3,048.24
$2,032.00
$ 580.00
$2,500.00
$

Weekly Budget
Difference
+/-

$ -745.03
$1,147.38

$ 233.85

65.00

$8,225.24

Please consider giving via bank draft from your savings or checking
account or by debit or credit card. Go to stlfkc.org and click on “Give”
to sign up or to submit your offering. You can select Regular Tithe,
Emergency Assistance, or Senior Center. You also have the option of having your donation submitted on a recurring basis.
Please be as generous as you are able, pray for us all and stay
safe! Donna Arnone, Business Manager can assist in setting up
your online giving.

If you want to discontinue receiving envelopes,
please send message to: Donna at: busmgr@stlfkc.org.
www.stlfkc.org St. Therese Little Flower Parish
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Weekly Reflection on God’s Word
Acts 14:21-27
Revelation 21:1-5a

The passage from the Acts of the Apostles describes the
end of the first missionary journey of Paul and Barnabas.
The selection from the Psalm is part of an acrostic poem.
The passage from Revelation focuses on the new heaven
and the new earth. The Gospel is Jesus’ charge to love
one another given at the Last Supper.

Today we are given three readings that span the time before Jesus’ Passion to a time after the Pentecost experience. I find myself drawn in a number of directions by
these passages. In a sense I feel this may mirror my experience of Psalm 145. Today’s responsorial psalm is a part
of a poem where each line begins with the next letter of
the Hebrew alphabet. Rather than experiencing a developing theme, in Hebrew one would experience a welldefined structure of somewhat related statements. Unfortunately, I cannot read Hebrew and I am left with a collection of thoughts even whose structure is lost in translation.
In the first reading, Paul and Barnabas experienced a call
of the Spirit in the previous chapter of Acts. They set out
on a missionary trip that led to the groundwork for new
Christian communities, but at the same time it revealed
the serious hostility of certain Jewish communities and
the misinterpretations of their position by followers of the
Roman religions.
If I imagine myself as Barnabas, I see a world whose response is constantly in flux. At this point, it is not clear
how this story will end. (Spoiler Alert: Not so surprisingly, tradition has Barnabas martyred in his native Cyprus
because of his success in preaching the Gospel.) Barnabas
sees that there are some achievements, but there is also
resistance from the Jewish authorities, and there will be
resistance within the followers of Jesus to including those
who did not first become Jewish. From Barnabas’ perspective, I see Paul as a charismatic (and perhaps somewhat obsessive compulsive) figure.

Continued on next page
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Allergies

Psalm 145:8-9, 10-11, 12-13
John 13:31-33a, 34-35

Do you suffer from
allergies?
About a third of people
ages 54 to 89 have an allergy to an inhaled irritant
like pollen. Everything is
blooming now so there is
a tidal wave of pollen.
Here are some key allergens that are seasonal. Tree pollen in springtime. Grass pollen in late spring through
summer. Ragweed in late summer through the fall and
Mold is spring, summer and fall and potentially in winter.
Here are a few tips for trying to pollen-proof your time
outside:


Counts tend to be highest from 5 a.m. to 10 a.m. Also
be aware of dry, windy days because wind vectors
can carry pollen up to 400 miles. Being outside after a
rainfall is good because it tends to wash the pollen out
of the air.



Your eyeglasses can trap pollen leading to redness,
itching, and irritation. Wearing sunglasses or goggles
helps with this.



It is good to stay covered as pollen can easily collect
in your hair. It helps to wear a sun hat or baseball
cap.



You should shower and wash your hair as soon as you
come in to get rid of pollen.



Leave your sneakers at the door so you don’t track
allergens into the house.


There are some medications that
can offer relief. An over the counter
steroid nasal spray that contains
fluticasone or triamcinolone is a good
safe option.
.

Continued next page
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Weekly Reflection on God’s Word (continued)
I have always felt an admiration for Paul. In many ways I
feel that he was the person who transformed Christianity
from a regional sect to a broad-based movement. In today’s passage, the missionary journey concludes and,
while noting serious hardships, it is labeled a success; new
communities of believers have formed, and the scope of
the movement has been expanded.
The transformation brought about by Jesus is figuratively
presented in the text from Revelation. There is hope for
these new beginnings, changes which will not allow heaven and earth to ever go back to being the same.

We pray with Betty Winter and
family at the passing of our dear
Art Winter. May Christ’s peace
be with them and all who knew and loved Art.

Neighborhood News from the HOPE Committee:
Each week the Blue Hills Neighborhood Association
(BHNA) submits an email newsletter. Listed below are
some of the events:
 The South Kansas City Alliance has a lineup of



The Gospel has me calling to mind the nuns who would
lead us in singing “They will know we are Christians by
our love”. These days I find this to be a daunting mandate.
I ask myself “How could someone identify me as a Christian based on the love that I show?” I am not content with
the answers which I identify.


“Dear Lord,
These days I find myself lacking some direction in
my thoughts. The death of an in-law on Easter Sunday did
not leave me consoled with the thought of a resurrection.
Instead, I find myself empathizing with those experiencing
a loss.
My current experience of You feels like the acrostic poem whose structure is lost in translation. Here I
draw some solace from the steadfastness of Paul in the
face of challenges and hardships.





Hopefully my acrostic poem will end with Z being for
zeal.”
Creighton University Online Ministries

Health Corner (continued)
You can also add oral medications such as Allegra,
Claritin, or Zyrtec along with the steroid spray. You
may want to start with half of the dose that is recommended on the label in case you feel drowsiness
Added note: With the omicron variant of the coronavirus it can be tricky to tell if it is an allergy or virus.
Stay tuned into your usual allergy symptoms and be on
the lookout for anything new or unusual. If you notice
new symptoms it would be good to get tested especially
with at home Covid tests being so available..
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speakers to instruct about the details of the May 14
and May 21 5th and 6th City Council Districts.
2022 Summer Leadership Academy at the KC Ur ban Impact Center, 1028 Paseo Blvd. The program is
for students ages 8-15 at no cost. Program date: June
5-July 28, Monday –Thursday 7:30-5:30pm, Meal
times 7:30-8:30am & 11:30-12:30. Call or email
Marion Halim 816-842-3959 or
halimm@lincolnu.edu.
Youth Wellness Summer and Career Event,
8535 Bluejacket, Lenexa Kansas 66214. For additional information contact Tiffany Porras at
reasons2beleiveinc@gmail.com. Porch Storytellers,
a summer art and storytelling camp for teens 13-17,
June 14 to August 12, Tues, Thurs, Friday from 9am1pm. Lunch and snacks are provided. Participants
will spend time biking around Eastside KC.
Bikes and Road Safety lessons pr ovided for all
participants, 3210 Michigan Ave. Email Hanna
Hochstetler with questions:
hanna@frontporchalliance.org.
Lights on KC is a violence pr evention initiative
designed to provide safe recreational activities for
youth and young adults. All Lights on KC events
will provide free food. For additional information and
schedules of activities, call 816-497-4886 or email
concernedclergykc@gmail.com. Grill For Glory, free
hot dogs every Saturday from 1-3pm at Mt. Sinai
MBC, 3634 Brooklyn, 64109.
BHNA members may pick up free Covid test kits
at the office at 5309 Woodland, Monday-Friday from
10am-2pm by calling 816-333-7232 or to schedule a
delivery. Also available are masks, gallon refills of
hand sanitizer. City Home Repair Program 2022 is
open for application on May 2 until June 3. Completed applications can be submitted via the application
link Home Repair Services and Program by email at
CHR@kcmo.org.
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Senior Center Hours
Mon—Wed, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Daily Lunch Hours:
Mon.-Wed, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Over 60 yrs. — $3 suggested donation — All others $5.75
Reservation at Sign-In Table; 1 day in advance
“Thank You”
St. Therese Senior Center — 816.444.3514
All seniors, volunteers and visitors must wear a mask.

The Senior Center has been attracting seniors of all
ages which has offered new energy and
excitement to our activities.

If you are available during the day, please
consider joining the seniors for crafts, card games,
board games, meals and fellowship.

May 15, 2022
Parish Staff
Fr. Matt Rotert, Pastor
mrotert@stlfkc.org
Fr. Ravinjose, Associate Pastor
ravinjose@stlfkc.org
Sr. Helen Alder, Parish Nurse
816.942.2746
B.J. Atkinson, Director, Emergency Assistance
bjatkinson@stlfkc.org
Donna Arnone, Business Manager
busmgr@stlfkc.org
Tami Chestnut, Director, Gospel Choir
816.812.1826
tchestnut@stlfkc.org
Estelle Tunley, Director, Liturgy & Music
etunley@stlfkc.org
Sharon Sanders, Director, Senior Center & 816.444.3514
Safe Environment Coordinator ssanders@stlfkc.org
Diocesan Ombudsman, Joe Crayon
816.812.2500
crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org
Victim Assistance Coordinator, Whitney True-Francis
816.392.0011
true.francis@diocesekcsj.org
Pastoral Council
Charlene Andrews
913.634.2031
payleejane@yahoo.com
Elliott Clark
816.896.2907
elliottclark50@att.net
Roberta Gumbel (Co-chair) 917.826.5688
gumbelr@msn.com
Carol Johnson
816.769.7534
cjohns1941@gmail.com
Rosalind O’Hora
816.394.5923
Rosalind.ohora@att.net
Brian Reeves (Co-chair) 816.728.-0883
BeKayR@aol.com
Alicia Rowland
913.205.8588
acd2992@gmail.com
Sr. Gabrielle Smits
816-3042360
gmsmits42@gmail.com
Finance Committee
Bridgette Atkinson
Carmen Denvir
Sharon Hardy (Chair)
Hazel McAllister
Bill Poppie

BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please submit requests for bulletin announcements by
Noon on Tuesday to bulletin@stlfkc.org.

St. Therese Book Club
The next meeting of the St.
Therese Book Club will be
Thursday, May 19, 2022 in the
Office Building Living Room at
4:00 p.m. to continue our discussion on:
RACIAL JUSTICE AND THE CATHOLIC
CHURCH.
We will discuss Pages 130—150. Please contact Sr. Helen Alder with questions: 816.942.2746.
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816.778.2953
816.82.2517
816.898.9251
816.260.4787
913.209.3411

abridgette89@gmail.com
cdenvir514@gmail.com
sharonauditor1@gmail.com
hb50mcallister@gmail.com
bpoppie1947@gmail.com

Anointing of the Sick: Sacrament takes place at seasonal communal
celebrations and may be requested as needed and offered after Mass.
Eucharist for the Sick: Contact the Parish Office.
Baptism, Catechumenate Inquiry, Marriage Preparation and
Sacrament of Reconciliation—contact Fr. Matt
The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual abuse in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual abuse:

1) Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is
currently under the age of 18), and
2) Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and
3) After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report
suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Diocesan
Ombudsman Joe Crayon at 816.812-2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org, if
the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee, or volunteer of the Diocese of
Kansas City-St. Joseph. The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing
care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their families.
Please contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim Assistance Coordinator, at
816.392.0011 or true.francis@diocesekcsj.org
www.stlfkc.org St. Therese Little Flower Parish
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