Epiphany of the Lord

January 2, 2022

St. Therese Little flower parish

“I will send down a shower of roses
from the heavens, I will spend my

heaven by doing good on earth.”

― St. Thérèse of Lisieux

MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday Masses
Sunday……………...…….……………......9:00 a.m.
Weekday Mass
Wednesday………….…...…………….....12:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Contact Fr. Matt Rotert
Office Hours
Monday-Friday……………..…….9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Closed Noon-1:00 p.m.
Tel: 816.444.5406………….……...Fax: 816.444.9345
Senior Center………….…………...…...816.444.3514
Website:…………………….………...www.stlfkc.org
Diocesan Ombudsman:………….……...816.812.2500
Kathleen Chastain, Victims’ Advocate:...816.392.0011

We, God’s people, are a remnant whose faith has been tested
and tempered by the transitions in our neighborhoods and our
church. We do not have one common ethnic, religious,
social, or economic background. We do have a common
experience, of being the diverse but complementary members
of the one Body of Christ. Because of this common
experience, We choose to be St. Therese Parish Community.
We choose to use our gifts to build up the Body of Christ
Incarnate here. This mission must take place both within the
faith community and in reaching out to others. We confess
the need to become more aware of one another and of the
Lord calling us to be united in God’s spirit. We will strive to
develop this awareness not only for our own sake, but so that
we may become credible and inviting to those seeking Christ
and His Gospel.
We answer this calling first by faithfully sharing the Word
and breaking Bread together. We then realize our vocation to
affirm one another’s gift, to reach out to the poor, to work for
justice, to help form young minds and hearts, to acknowledge
the place of the elders in our community, and to create a
climate of fellowship for all people.

MISSION STATEMENT
St. Therese Little Flower Parish • 5814 Euclid Avenue, Kansas City, MO 64130 • 816.444.5406 • www.stlfkc.org
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Sunday, January 2, 2022
Epiphany of the Lord
Mass Intention for Brent Broome
by Therese Kearney
Mass-—9:00 a.m. Celebrant: Fr. Ravi
Wednesday, January 5, 2022
Mass—Noon
Sunday, January 9, 2022
Baptism of the Lord
Mass Intention for Pam Turner by Elizabeth Alex
Mass—9:00 a.m. Celebrant: Fr. Rotert

January 2, 2022—Ministers
Lectors
Eucharistic Ministers
Kevin Burdick
Mary Sweat
Cathy Allin
January 9, 2022—Ministers
Gloria Burrell
Treva Lee
Carol Johnson

Pray with Scripture...
St. Therese Little Flower community prays for the following:
Mike and Rosemary Arnone, Bridgette Atkinson, Marian Barackman,
Laura Battle, David Biersmith, Mary L. Brown, Louis Byrd, John
Chapman, Juanita Cherry, Aquilla Clark, Author Clark, Elliott Clark,
Lisa Coan, Quinn Cogan, Evelyn Coleman, Family of Marie Cooke,
Charles Coulter, Barbara Jo Davis, Pamela Denson, Carol Dodd,
Ronnell Foster, Jessie Mae Frazier, JoAnn Freeman, Linda Friesen,
Family of Chez Gayhardt, Marilyn Hardy, Ernestine Iseman, Dan Ivory, Yazmeen and Yman King, Mary B. Kratofil, Benjamin Lenley, Jr.,
Benjamin Lenley, Sr., Aidan Liesveld, Jim Lipps, Stephen Loston,
Annie McCalla, Bob McCombs, Helen McVay, Jeannine Mock, Doris
Moore, Venus Moore, John R. O’Malley, Irene Phillips, Luqrecia Preston, Marilyn Richardson, Judy Rieck, Ed Rogers, Fr. Bob Rost, Donald
Sanders, Oden Sainte, Lee John Scott, Sharon Sears, Bill Seiter, Patricia Seiter, Arthur Shelton, Allen Shelton, Jeremiah Smith, Olivia
Smith, Tracy Smith, Elaine Stevenson, Michael Stevenson, Edmond
Stryker, Karen Talley, Family of Beverly Watson, Joshua Webb, Jr.,
Dorothy Whited, Bobby J. Willis, Antwine Williams, Family of
Charles Williams, the elderly and infirmed, the chronically ill and
caregivers; for those who attend to the dying and grieving; for medical
professionals and first responders; for those seeking a better life for
their families.
For those suffering from Covid-19 and their families, for the many
disabled who are fighting the virus, for those in hospitals and nursing
homes who cannot have visitors and families isolated from their loved
ones, those who have died and the many health care workers and staffs
who serve those who are ill, even at their own risk.
For the homeless and those lost in this world; for those who harbor
hatred, those whose right to livelihood and respect are disregarded,
those who live in fear and especially for those who have no one to pray
for them. For all of God’s people in this most difficult time.

For the brokenness that exists anywhere, in our hearts, minds, body and
spirits, that we might be healed. For any brokenness that exists in our
city, country and world, that we might be instruments of healing and
peace.
“Heal Our Land, Lord. Heal Our Land!”
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January 2, 2022
Isaiah 60: 1-6
Psalms 72: 1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13
Ephesians 3: 2-3a, 5-6
Matthew 2: 1-12

January 9, 2022
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11
Psalms 104:1B-2, 3-4, 24-25,
27-28, 29-30
Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7
Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

.

YOUR GIFTS
Offertory

Week of 12/26

% of
Weekly
Budget

Emergency Assistance

$325.00

72%
37%

Senior Center

$284.00

82%

Christmas Baskets

$275.00

Other

$892.00

Total

$4,491.00

$2,715.00

Please consider giving via bank draft from your savings or checking
account or by debit or credit card. Go to stlfkc.org and click on “Give”
to sign up or to submit your offering. You can select Regular Tithe,
Emergency Assistance, or Senior Center. You also have the option of having your donation submitted on a recurring basis.
Please be as generous as you are able, pray for us all and stay
safe! Donna Arnone, Business Manager can assist in setting up
your online giving.

If you want to discontinue receiving envelopes,
please send message to: Donna at: busmgr@stlfkc.org.
www.stlfkc.org St. Therese Little Flower Parish
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Weekly Reflection on God’s Word
Isaiah 60: 1-6
Psalms 72: 1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13
Ephesians 3: 2-3a, 5-6
Matthew 2: 1-12

Today we celebrate the familiar account of the three Wise
Men (Magi). The story is a staple of the whole Christmas
scene beginning with Joseph and the pregnant Mary of
Nazareth traveling to Bethlehem. There Mary gives birth
to their son Jesus, born in a stable because there was "no
room for them in the inn."
The Epiphany (literally "a showing, a revelation") focuses
on the revelation, the showing of Jesus to the world, here
symbolized by the traveling Magi, from "the east." They
saw a star and were moved to follow it to its origin, Bethlehem, and the cave where Jesus was born to Mary.
Their determination is impressive and their desires noble.
The star is a pointer for them to find the holy family with
the newborn Jesus of Nazareth. They bring gifts to honor
the boy and to fulfill the Old Testament texts.
The first reading
from Isaiah sets
the scene and
the wonder of
this special birth
to a young girl
and her faithful
husband.
Consider for
contemplation some of the words and phrases offered by
the prophet:
the "splendor" of Jerusalem
the "glory of God"
the "light" that pierces the darkness
becoming "radiant" by what you see and experience
your heart will "throb and overflow"
the "riches" of the sea will be emptied out for you
Clearly, something marvelous and enduring is laid out
here as we join the wise men and the holy family (as well
as the animals) that make up this event.

Reflecting On The Past,
Looking Toward The Future.
St. Therese Family, thank you for who you ar e. It
seems 2021 was more difficult than 2020 in so many
ways. Not just the Covid 19 virus but the circumstances surrounding it. When the virus first broke people
went out of their way to help those suffering the most.
But somewhere along the line anger outpaced sympathy.

I wondered how we, such a small church community,
made smaller because of the anxiety and protocols
around gathering, would be able to serve our neighbors. Though many churches were opening their doors
trying to serve their families, I knew other pantries had
closed and people from all over the city were calling. I
should not have been surprised by this. We stayed
open!
Nick and Elliott continued to bring in bread from the
different stores, Valorye, Sandy and Treva came in to
answer phones. When called upon to get grocery deliveries from Harvesters, Bill, Birdie and members of
the Knights of Columbus masked up and came to the
rescue. Roberta even layered up and came to help file.
Others came by to do what they could while staying
safe. Others prayed that we would all stay safe and
healthy.
Donations continued to come in even though some
folks may have lost some, most or all of their regular
income. We served the people of God. As the song
says, “No weapon formed against us will prosper.”
The weapon was not just the virus but also fear.
Faith and community supported the family and will
keep us going into the future.
Happy New Year St. Therese!
To God be the Glory! Thank you and blessings, B. J.

These words and phrases invite us to enter the depths of
this simple but profound happening in the town of Bethlehem blithely unaware of what is happening within its
boundaries. The Magi offer a contrast to the poor surroundings of this most special birth. They bring rich gifts
to fulfill the scriptures and to honor the child before them.
Reflection continued on Page 5
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A Prayer for the Feast of the Epiphany
I wonder sometimes

If one of the stars that lit Abraham’s night
Was the one that led the Magi to Jesus.
A dark canvas speckled by the most generous brush—

What an improbable promise to an old man.
But our God has never been daunted by the unlikely,
the impossible.
What a sight for the Magi, too,
A baby resting on hay, his cries mingled

with braying and bleating.
I like to think they heard in those everyday sounds
a holy chorus,
Saw in that noisy tableau a Creator
serenaded by His creation,
All of it embodied, enfleshed—All of it good.
And when we’ve left our gifts
for this implausible King,
May we, like the Magi, go home by another way—
Having encountered the holy,
May we protect it, guard it,
Trail its light behind us wherever we go.

Skin Care in Winter

Many people have very dry skin in the winter. This is due
to very dry air outside as well as from our furnace. Some
people’s fingers, toes and heels even crack open and
bleed.
The best remedy for this is to wash with mild soap, pat
dry (do not dry completely) and then apply a good lotion
or cream to the area while it is still damp. This seals in
moisture. If regular lotion doesn’t work, skin doctors
recommend Eucerin Cream or Cetaphil Cream. If that
doesn’t help, try Vaseline or Aquaphor ointment. Aquaphor ointment is expensive but you only need a little and
it works very well. Repeat often until skin improves or
see a skin doctor.
Other Winter Skin Tips:
Stay hydrated: Drink plenty of water. Eating foods or
taking supplements that contain omega-3 or omega-6
fatty acids might
also help.
Use a humidifier: This device
can introduce
moisture back
into the air, helping rehydrate the
outer layer of
skin. Alternatively, a person can place a bowl of water on
top of a radiator so that as the heat rises, it carries water
vapor along with it.
Limit exposure to heat: People can do this by taking a
lukewarm bath or shower rather than a hot one and avoid
sitting in front of a fire or heater. Excessive heat can
draw vital moisture away from the skin.

Protect skin with clothing: Wear gloves in cold temperatures and when washing dishes which will help prevent
the skin from drying out.

A sacred arc transposed from heaven to earth,
May we ourselves become the star,
Leading the way to Emmanuel.
Amen.
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Your Contact Information

Please remember to notify the parish of mailing
address, phone numbers and email address changes. We
have received returned mail and email messages because
we have outdated information. Send updates to
busmgr@stlfkc.org
This is particularly important
since we will be preparing to send out end-of-year
contribution statements and need to make sure we are
sending your mail to the correct address.
www.stlfkc.org St. Therese Little Flower Parish

Epiphany of the Lord

January 2, 2022

The Senior Center will be closed
January 3 through January 7
to prepare for a new year
with exciting new activities for the seniors.
Happy New Year!! Healthy New Year
Weekly Reflection on God’s Word (cont’d)

Gold, frankincense, and myrrh, fit for a king are offered to a newborn. I recently read a joke that depicts
another scene that did not make it into Matthew's gospel. It’s the Wiser women. A parallel to the Magi
coming from afar and bearing gifts, the Wiser Women offered the Holy Family diapers, milk, and blankets. Lacking the riches of the men, the gifts offered
practical, down to earth gifts to Jesus, Mary, and Joseph.
What might we draw from the familiar setting of the
three Magi for our faith perspective? The Magi provide examples of dogged determination, an invitation
to keep faithfully on task in our prayer and ultimate
goal of union with God. Personal desire to faithfully
walk the path we're traveling is foretold in the wise
men's staying on point, even though their goal continued to unfold as they followed their hearts. The final
and eternal goal is revealed to us in fits and starts, but
is always being shown to us by the Holy Spirit. And
that's a source of great joy and gratitude.
Loving God, walk with us as we travel our way towards you. Give us the hope and courage to seek
you despite the many obstacles we encounter along
the way. Let us, like the Magi, be bold in our choices
and eager in our Journey towards You.
Creighton University Online Ministry

St. Therese Book Club
The next meeting of the St. Therese Book Club will be
Thursday, January 20, 2022 in the Office Building
Living Room at 4:00 p.m. to continue our discussion
on:
RACIAL JUSTICE AND THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH.
Please read Chapter 2,
Pages 43-82.
Please contact Sr. Helen Alder with
questions: 816.942.2746.
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Parish Staff
Fr. Matt Rotert, Pastor
mrotert@stlfkc.org
Fr. Ravinjose, Associate Pastor
ravinjose@stlfkc.org
Sr. Helen Alder, Parish Nurse
816.942.2746
B.J. Atkinson, Director, Emergency Assistance
bjatkinson@stlfkc.org
Donna Arnone, Business Manager
busmgr@stlfkc.org
Tami Chestnut, Director, Gospel Choir
816.812.1826
tchestnut@stlfkc.org
Estelle Tunley, Director, Liturgy & Music
etunley@stlfkc.org
Sharon Sanders, Director, Senior Center & 816.444.3514
Safe Environment Coordinator ssanders@stlfkc.org
Diocesan Ombudsman, Joe Crayon
816.812.2500
crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org
Victim Assistance Coordinator, Whitney True-Francis
816.392.0011
true.francis@diocesekcsj.org
Pastoral Council
Charlene Andrews
913.634.2031
payleejane@yahoo.com
Elliott Clark
816.896.2907
elliottclark50@att.net
Roberta Gumbel (Co-chair) 917.826.5688
gumbelr@msn.com
Carol Johnson
816.769.7534
cjohns1941@gmail.com
Rosalind O’Hora
816.394.5923
Rosalind.ohora@att.net
Brian Reeves (Co-chair) 816.728.-0883
BeKayR@aol.com
Alicia Rowland
913.205.8588
acd2992@gmail.com
Sr. Gabrielle Smits
816-3042360
gmsmits42@gmail.com
Finance Committee
Bridgette Atkinson
Carmen Denvir
Sharon Hardy (Chair)
Hazel McAllister
Bill Poppie

816.778.2953
816.82.2517
816.898.9251
816.260.4787
913.209.3411

abridgette89@gmail.com
cdenvir514@gmail.com
sharonauditor1@gmail.com
hb50mcallister@gmail.com
bpoppie1947@gmail.com

Anointing of the Sick: Sacrament takes place at seasonal communal
celebrations and may be requested as needed and offered after Mass.
Eucharist for the Sick: Contact the Parish Office.

The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual abuse in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual abuse:
1) Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is
currently under the age of 18), and
2) Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and
3) After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report
suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Diocesan
Ombudsman Joe Crayon at 816.812-2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org, if
the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee, or volunteer of the Diocese of
Kansas City-St. Joseph. The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing
care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their families.
Please contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim Assistance Coordinator, at
816.392.0011 or true.francis@diocesekcsj.org
www.stlfkc.org St. Therese Little Flower Parish
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