Twenty-seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

October 2, 2022

St. Therese Little flower parish

“I will send down a shower of roses
from the heavens, I will spend my
heaven by doing good on earth.”

― St. Thérèse of Lisieux

MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday Masses
Sunday……………...…….……………......9:00 a.m.
Weekday Mass
Wednesday………….…...…………….....12:00 p.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Contact Fr. Don Farnan
Office Hours
Monday-Friday……………..…….9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Closed Noon-1:00 p.m.
Tel: 816.444.5406………….……...Fax: 816.444.9345
Senior Center………….…………...…...816.444.3514
Website:…………………….………...www.stlfkc.org
Diocesan Ombudsman:………….……...816.812.2500
Whitney True-Francis, Victims’ - Advocate Coordinator
816.392.0011

MISSION STATEMENT
We, God’s people, are a remnant whose faith has been
tested and tempered by the transitions in our neighborhoods and our church. We do not have one common
ethnic, religious, social, or economic background. We
do have a common experience, of being the diverse but
complementary members of the one Body of Christ.
Because of this common experience, We choose to be
St. Therese Parish Community.
We choose to use our gifts to build up the Body of
Christ Incarnate here. This mission must take place
both within the faith community and in reaching out to
others. We confess the need to become more aware of
one another and of the Lord calling us to be united in
God’s spirit. We will strive to develop this awareness
not only for our own sake, but so that we may become
credible and inviting to those seeking Christ and His
Gospel.
We answer this calling fir st by faithfully shar ing the
Word and breaking Bread together. We then realize our
vocation to affirm one another’s gift, to reach out to the
poor, to work for justice, to help form young minds and
hearts, to acknowledge the place of the elders in our
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Sunday, Oct. 2 —27th Sunday in Ordinary Time—10 am Mass
St. Therese Feast Day at Swope Park Bandstand
Celebrant—Fr. Don Farnan
Mass Intention for St. Therese Community
Wednesday, Oct. 5—Noon Mass
St. Maria Faustina Kowalska
Sunday, Oct. 9—28th Sunday in Ordinary Time—9 am Mass
Celebrant—Fr. Jerry Waris
Mass Intention for Sue Svec by Carol Johnson

St. Therese Little Flower Community prays for the following:
Donna Arnone, Mike and Rosemary Arnone, Bridgette Atkinson,
Marian Barackman, Barbara Beades, David Biersmith, Family of
Sheila Brashear, Mary L. Brown, Juanita Cherry, Aquilla Clark,
Elliott Clark, Lisa Coan, Quinn Cogan, Evelyn Coleman, Charles
Coulter, Barbara Jo Davis, Pamela Denson, Carol Dodd, Peter
Doyle, Jessie Mae Frazier, JoAnn Freeman, Linda Friesen, Ernestine Iseman, Tom Iseman, Dan Ivory, Walter Jackson, John Jones,
Joyce Jones, Maggie Karnes, Mary B. Kratofil, Benjamin Lenley,
Sr., Aidan Liesveld, Jim Lipps, Stephen Loston, Bob McCombs,
Helen McVay, Jeannine Mock, Doris Moore, Venus Moore, Freida
Moss, Family of Marie Norrise, John R. O’Malley, Luqrecia Preston, Marilyn Richardson, Judy Rieck, Monique Robinson, Ed Rogers, Fr. Bob Rost, Donald Sanders, Sharon Sanders, Oden Sainte,
Lee John Scott, Sharon Sears, Bill Seiter, Patricia Seiter, Arthur
Shelton, Allen Shelton, Jeremiah Smith, Olivia Smith, Thelma
Smith, Elaine Stevenson, Michael Stevenson, Edmond Stryker,
Karen Talley, Ron Walton, Diane Washington, Joshua Webb, Jr.,
Bobby J. Willis, Antwine Williams, Valorye Williams, Lonnie
Woodard, the elderly and infirmed, the chronically ill and caregivers; for those who attend to the dying and grieving; for medical
professionals and first responders; for those seeking a better life for
their families.
For those suffering from Covid-19 and their families, for the many
disabled who are fighting the virus, for those in hospitals and nursing homes who cannot have visitors and families isolated from
their loved ones, those who have died and the many health care
workers and staffs who serve those who are ill, at their own risk.
For the homeless and those lost in this world; for those who harbor
hatred, those whose right to livelihood and respect are disregarded,
those who live in fear and especially for those who have no one to
pray for them. For all of God’s people in this most difficult time.
For the people in lands under the threat and reality of war, especially Ukraine.
For the brokenness that exists anywhere, in our hearts, minds, body
and spirits, that we might be healed. For any brokenness that exists
in our city, country and world, that we might be instruments of
healing and peace.

October 2, 2022—Ministers
Lectors
Eucharistic Ministers
Diana Burdett
Sr. Gabriel Smits
Birdie Miller
October 9, 2022—Ministers
Letty Baker
Sr. Helen Flemington
Sandra Jones
Sr. Helen Alder

Pray with Scripture...
October 2, 2022
Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4
Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9
2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14
Luke 17:5-10

YOUR GIFTS

October 9, 2022
2 Kings 5: 14-17
Psalm 98: 1, 2-3ab, 3c-4
2 Timothy 2: 8-13
Luke 17: 11-19
Week of
9/25/2022

Weekly Budget
Difference +/-

Offertory

$3,055.41

Emergency Assistance

Senior Center

$ 121.00
$ 186.00

-$1,400.55
-$ 753.62

Senior Center Craft Sale

$1,048.00

Total

$4,410.41

-$ 160.15

Please consider giving via bank draft from your savings or checking
account or by debit or credit card. Go to stlfkc.org and click on “Give”
to sign up or to submit your offering. You can select Regular Tithe,
Emergency Assistance, Christmas Baskets, Senior Center or Other to designate your donation. You also have the option of having your donation submitted on a recurring basis. Please be as
generous as you are able, pray for us all and stay safe! Donna
Arnone, Business Manager can assist in setting up your online
giving.

“Heal Our Land, Lord. Heal Our Land!”
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Weekly Reflection on God’s Word

St. Therese of the Child Jesus—The Little Flower

Habakkuk 1:2-3; 2:2-4
Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 8-9
2 Timothy 1:6-8, 13-14
Luke 17:5-10

Therese saw herself as a child of
God. She liked to keep things simple and focused as a child does and
trusting in God always and in all
things. St. Therese loved nature,
and often used the imagery of nature to explain how the Divine
Presence is everywhere, and how
everything is connected in God’s
loving care and arms. She saw herself as “the Little Flower of Jesus”
because she was just like the simple wild flowers in forests and
fields, unnoticed by the greater population, yet growing and
giving glory to God. This is how she understood herself before
the Lord – simple and hidden, but blooming where God had
planted her.

Today’s first reading is a prophet’s lament concerning an
evil world; the text then jumps to the Lord’s response
which gives hope to patient faithful. Psalm 95 is a song of
praise with a reminder to be more faithful than the Israelites were at Meribah where they demonstrated a lack of
trust in God. The epistle is a reminder of God’s gifts in the
face of adversity. The Gospel passage has the apostles
yearning for an increase in faith followed by Jesus’ description of the role of a servant.
As someone who is trained to doubt as an aspect of my
profession, I had favored a rather literal reading of the
apostles’ call for an increase in faith. It made sense following the passage in which Jesus calls for repeated forgiveness when wronged. (I know that as a parent I was
much more concerned with disciplining my children than
offering repeated forgiveness when something was amiss.)
The apostles’ doubts and confusion made even more sense
when the previous chapter of this Gospel contained the
perplexing Parable of the Dishonest Steward.
In doing a little research, I discovered that several scripture scholars suggest that the historical Greek texts imply
that Jesus’ response (If you had faith the size of a mustard
seed, …) carries the tone that rather than lacking faith,
faith is something that the apostles already have. These
scholars see Jesus’ words as a call to action rather than a
chastisement. This has led me to a very different view of
these verses. I also see this interpretation as consistent
with the remainder of today’s Gospel (and with today’s
other readings).
I feel the three readings make clear that although we are
recipients of God’s gifts, the path that we are on is not that
of immediate gratification. All three readings outline the
demands on discipleship. Jesus describes the model of the
servant. This is very different from the sense of entitlement that pervades our society.

Therese’s spirituality is simple and she calls it her “little
way.” She believed and taught us that life presents enough challenges and opportunities for grace. She teaches us that God is
everywhere – in every situation and person – and in the ordinary, simple details of life.
“Everything is grace” is probably the theme song of her spirituality. Her “Little Way” teaches us to do the ordinary things of
life with extraordinary love. A smile, a note of encouragement,
a phone call, suffering in silence, always having a positive
word, a simple unnoticed task to brighten the life of another,
and so many other simple deeds, done with love – these are the
examples of her spirituality. The smallest action, done with
love, is more important than great deeds done for personal glory, gratification or simply out of obedience. Therese teaches us
that Jesus is everywhere and is the power for love and goodness
operating within us. Such is the power and presence of grace.
Therese’s life was hidden. To many even in the convent, she
seemed like such an average, ordinary person. Her greatness
showed in the constancy of her love for others in the most simple ways.
Even in prayer, Therese teaches simplicity – talking to God and
Jesus in direct, personal and heartfelt ways. She did not like
long prayers. She fell asleep during community prayer. She disliked the rosary. She prayed from her heart as a child speaks
honestly and trustingly to a parent they love.
Therese was faithful to the Gospel of Jesus and the core of his
message. She invites us to join in her “spiritual childhood” or
“little way.” The power, appeal and simplicity of her message is
why the Church declared her a Doctor of the Church in 1997.

Continued on next page
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Weekly Reflection on God’s Word (cont’d)

I might describe Justice as getting one’s due, but what is
my due? My expectations change when I acknowledge the
many gifts that I have received. I consider myself blessed
being the recipient of so much more than I feel that I deserve. The Gospel’s reminder of my position as a servant
helps me put things in perspective.
Dear Lord,
I often feel that I am the target of marketing that tells me
what I want, what opinions I should hold, and what behaviors are acceptable. Like the apostles, I desire more faith,
a fire that burns within. Habakkuk reminds me of the need
for patience. Jesus reminds me of the path of dutiful service. St. Paul promises the Spirit. Help me to remember
these things as I confront my doubts. Allow me to continue
to progress knowing that Jesus’ early disciples as well as
modern saints, like Mother Theresa, felt that that needed
more faith.
Creighton University Online Ministries

We mourn the loss
of Sheila Brashear.
Sheila loved this
community. She
came a long distance with the help that she needed and
was here as often as she could. Her spirit will continue
to bless our parish.

October 2, 2022
Brain Health and Sleep

Most of us realize that when we
don’t get enough sleep we
aren’t as sharp the next day.
This is a common problem. If
this happens often it’s to for
you talk to your doctor about it.
Sleep is the time when our bodies repair and fix things.
Also, it is thought that having a good night’s sleep regularly can reduce your risk of Alzheimer’s Disease. Studies
show that older adults who experience excessive daytime
sleepiness are three times more likely than their peers to
develop Alzheimer’s. Researchers also suggest that improving sleep quality may also help prevent Alzheimer’s.
If you have sleep issues and you nap or fall asleep during
the day and then cannot sleep at night try to be more active during the day so you will sleep at night.
If your doctor suggests a sleep study it is important that
you have one. A sleep study may tell why you aren’t
sleeping well and what can be done to help you have a
good night’s rest and feel rested and alert when you awaken.

Services for Sheila will be Saturday, October 8 with Visitation at 10 a.m., Funeral at 11 a.m. and a Repast
luncheon immediately following the services..

The St. Therese BOOK CLUB will have
its next meeting on Thursday, Oct. 20
from 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Thank you to all who attended the Ministry Fair
last week. If you did not get a chance to sign up
for your “Ministry of Service” at St. Therese,
there will be forms at Mass this weekend so that
you can tell us how you would like to serve our
Community.
Pastoral Council
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We meet in the living room of the office
building and will discuss Richard Rohr’s
book Near Occasions of Grace.
Please read Chapter 2 for this meeting.
Subsequent meetings will be on the
third Thursdays of November and December.
Sr. Helen Alder, CSJ
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Senior Center Hours
Mon—Wed, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Daily Lunch Hours:
Mon.-Wed, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Over 60 yrs. — $3 suggested donation —
All others $5.75
Reservation at Sign-In Table; 1 day in advance
“Thank You”
St. Therese Senior Center — 816.444.3514
All are encouraged to wear a mask.

October 2, 2022
Parish Staff
Fr. Don Farnan, Parochial Administrator
dfarnan@stlfkc.org
Sr. Helen Alder, Parish Nurse
816.942.2746
B.J. Atkinson, Director, Emergency Assistance
bjatkinson@stlfkc.org
Donna Arnone, Business Manager
busmgr@stlfkc.org
Sandy Midkiff, Interim Director, Gospel Choir
Estelle Tunley, Director, Liturgy & Music
Sharon Sanders, Director, Senior Center &
Safe Environment Coordinator
Diocesan Ombudsman, Joe Crayon

etunley@stlfkc.org
816.444.3514
ssanders@stlfkc.org
816.812.2500
crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org
Victim Assistance Coordinator, Whitney True-Francis
816.392.0011
true.francis@diocesekcsj.org
Pastoral Council
Charlene Andrews
913.634.2031
payleejane@yahoo.com
Elliott Clark
816.896.2907
elliottclark50@att.net
Roberta Gumbel (Co-chair) 917.826.5688
gumbelr@msn.com
Carol Johnson
816.769.7534
cjohns1941@gmail.com
Rosalind O’Hora
816.394.5923
Rosalind.ohora@att.net
Brian Reeves (Co-chair) 816.728.-0883
BeKayR@aol.com
Alicia Rowland
913.205.8588
acd2992@gmail.com
Sr. Gabrielle Smits
816-3042360
gmsmits42@gmail.com
Finance Committee
Bridgette Atkinson
Carmen Denvir
Sharon Hardy (Chair)
Hazel McAllister
Bill Poppie

816.778.2953
816.82.2517
816.898.9251
816.260.4787
913.209.3411

abridgette89@gmail.com
cdenvir514@gmail.com
sharonauditor1@gmail.com
hb50mcallister@gmail.com
bpoppie1947@gmail.com

Anointing of the Sick: Sacrament takes place at seasonal communal
celebrations and may be requested as needed and offered after Mass.
Eucharist for the Sick: Contact the Parish Office.
Baptism, Catechumenate Inquiry, Marriage Preparation and
Sacrament of Reconciliation—contact Fr. Don

The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual abuse in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual abuse:

St. Therese Parish Registration
Registration forms are available on the back table.
We welcome all who want to register or those who
need to update your registration.
This is especially important so that weekly
email messages and correspondence that is
mailed can be sent to all
at your current address.
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1) Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is
currently under the age of 18), and
2) Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and
3) After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report
suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Diocesan
Ombudsman Joe Crayon at 816.812-2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org, if
the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee, or volunteer of the Diocese of
Kansas City-St. Joseph. The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing
care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their families.
Please contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim Assistance Coordinator, at
816.392.0011 or true.francis@diocesekcsj.org
www.stlfkc.org St. Therese Little Flower Parish
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Register at: www.csjsl.org/events/lobkc-fall22
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