Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

February 20, 2022

St. Therese Little flower parish

“I will send down a shower of roses
from the heavens, I will spend my

heaven by doing good on earth.”

― St. Thérèse of Lisieux

MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday Masses
Sunday……………...…….……………......9:00 a.m.
Weekday Mass
Wednesday………….…...…………….....12:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Contact Fr. Matt Rotert
Office Hours
Monday-Friday……………..…….9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Closed Noon-1:00 p.m.
Tel: 816.444.5406………….……...Fax: 816.444.9345
Senior Center………….…………...…...816.444.3514
Website:…………………….………...www.stlfkc.org
Diocesan Ombudsman:………….……...816.812.2500
Kathleen Chastain, Victims’ Advocate:...816.392.0011

We, God’s people, are a remnant whose faith has been tested
and tempered by the transitions in our neighborhoods and our
church. We do not have one common ethnic, religious,
social, or economic background. We do have a common
experience, of being the diverse but complementary members
of the one Body of Christ. Because of this common
experience, We choose to be St. Therese Parish Community.
We choose to use our gifts to build up the Body of Christ
Incarnate here. This mission must take place both within the
faith community and in reaching out to others. We confess
the need to become more aware of one another and of the
Lord calling us to be united in God’s spirit. We will strive to
develop this awareness not only for our own sake, but so that
we may become credible and inviting to those seeking Christ
and His Gospel.
We answer this calling first by faithfully sharing the Word
and breaking Bread together. We then realize our vocation to
affirm one another’s gift, to reach out to the poor, to work for
justice, to help form young minds and hearts, to acknowledge
the place of the elders in our community, and to create a
climate of fellowship for all people.

MISSION STATEMENT
St. Therese Little Flower Parish • 5814 Euclid Avenue, Kansas City, MO 64130 • 816.444.5406 • www.stlfkc.org

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time

Sunday, February 20, 2022
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mass—9:00 a.m. Celebrant: Fr. Ravi
Mass Intention for Jo and Jake Davis
by Karen McDonald and Benni Lipschuetz
Wednesday, February 23, 2022
Mass—Noon
Sunday, February 27, 2022
Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mass—9:00 a.m. Celebrant: Fr. Rotert
Mass Intention for Malachi Brewer
by Roland Cretel, Jr.
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February 20, 2022—Ministers
Lectors
Eucharistic Ministers
Julie Broyle
Dan Dakotas
Gloria Burrell
February 27, 2022—Ministers
Lectors
Eucharistic Ministers
Steven Atkinson
Mary Sweat
Carol Johnson

Pray with Scripture...
St. Therese Little Flower community prays for the following:
Mike and Rosemary Arnone, Bridgette Atkinson, Marian Barackman,
Laura Battle, David Biersmith, Mary L. Brown, Louis Byrd, John
Chapman, Juanita Cherry, Aquilla Clark, Family of Author Lee Clark,
Elliott Clark, Lisa Coan, Quinn Cogan, Evelyn Coleman, Charles Coulter, Barbara Jo Davis, Pamela Denson, Carol Dodd, Mike Eaton, Family of Bob Edsall, Ronnell Foster, Jessie Mae Frazier, JoAnn Freeman,
Linda Friesen, Ernestine Iseman, Dan Ivory, Mary B. Kratofil, Benjamin Lenley, Jr., Benjamin Lenley, Sr., Aidan Liesveld, Jim Lipps, Stephen Loston, Annie McCalla, Bob McCombs, Helen McVay, Jeannine
Mock, Doris Moore, Venus Moore, John R. O’Malley, Irene Phillips,
Luqrecia Preston, Marilyn Richardson, Judy Rieck, Ed Rogers, Fr. Bob
Rost, Donald Sanders, Oden Sainte, Lee John Scott, Sharon Sears, Bill
Seiter, Patricia Seiter, Arthur Shelton, Allen Shelton, Jeremiah Smith,
Olivia Smith, Tracy Smith, Elaine Stevenson, Michael Stevenson, Edmond Stryker, Karen Talley, Toinette Tomayo, Joshua Webb, Jr., Dorothy Whited, Bobby J. Willis, Antwine Williams, the elderly and infirmed, the chronically ill and caregivers; for those who attend to the
dying and grieving; for medical professionals and first responders; for
those seeking a better life for their families.
For those suffering from Covid-19 and their families, for the many
disabled who are fighting the virus, for those in hospitals and nursing
homes who cannot have visitors and families isolated from their loved
ones, those who have died and the many health care workers and staffs
who serve those who are ill, even at their own risk.

For the homeless and those lost in this world; for those who harbor
hatred, those whose right to livelihood and respect are disregarded,
those who live in fear and especially for those who have no one to pray
for them. For all of God’s people in this most difficult time.
For the brokenness that exists anywhere, in our hearts, minds, body and
spirits, that we might be healed. For any brokenness that exists in our
city, country and world, that we might be instruments of healing and
peace.
“Heal Our Land, Lord. Heal Our Land!”
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I Samuel 26: 2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23
Psalms 103: 1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13
I Corinthians 15: 45-49
Luke 6: 27-38

February 27, 2022
Sirach 27:4-7
Psalms 92:2-3, 13-14, 15-16
1 Corinthians 15:54-58
Luke 6:39-45
.

YOUR GIFTS
Offertory

Week of
2/13/2022

% of Weekly
Budget

$2,923.00

Emergency Assistance

$302.00

77%
34%

Senior Center

$130.00

38%

Other

$85.00

Total

$3,440.00

Please consider giving via bank draft from your savings or checking
account or by debit or credit card. Go to stlfkc.org and click on “Give”
to sign up or to submit your offering. You can select Regular Tithe,
Emergency Assistance, or Senior Center. You also have the option of having your donation submitted on a recurring basis.
Please be as generous as you are able, pray for us all and stay
safe! Donna Arnone, Business Manager can assist in setting up
your online giving.

If you want to discontinue receiving envelopes,
please send message to: Donna at: busmgr@stlfkc.org.
www.stlfkc.org St. Therese Little Flower Parish

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
Weekly Reflection on God’s Word
I Samuel 26: 2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23 Psalms 103: 1-2, 3-4, 8, 10, 12-13
I Corinthians 15: 45-49 Luke 6: 27-38

In today’s reading from the Gospel of Luke, the middle
portion of the Sermon on the Plain, Jesus instructs his disciples to abandon a worldview that many would consider
practical and reasonable, and instead adopt one that society would consider radically impractical and foolish. Imagine yourself listening to Jesus as He addressed His disciples and other assembled folks.
If you are like me, your mind would probably still be
struggling to process the lists of blessings and woes (Luke
6:20-26, which we read last Sunday) when you hear Him
say something about loving enemies, followed by several
other instructions and concepts that are challenging, to say
the least, and (according to conventional, worldly thinking) ridiculous. Don’t fight back (or run away or protect
yourself), but make it easier for someone to hit me
again? Lend and don’t expect repayment? Stop judging? Do I have to do all of the things Jesus outlined? Even if I wanted to, how can I?

At first reading, it may appear that Jesus is merely giving
a series of instructions about how to act in various situations, and that list of instructions can be overwhelming. It
helps me to recognize in Jesus’ sermon a call to change
perspectives. In essence, he is saying, “Stop letting secular societal standards determine your values and how you
approach life. Look at things from My point of view.” To
see from His perspective, I need to move from my traditional vantage point to one that is closer to where Christ
would have me be, and I need to use a lens that allows me
to see – others, myself, events – as Christ would have me
see. I need to love as Christ has loved me – the Alleluia
verse is crucial here – knowing that when I obey that commandment, it becomes much easier to love my enemies, to
do good things for hateful people, to pray for those who
mistreat me, and so on. In fact, all of what we read today
from the Gospel of Luke falls under this commandment.
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Weekly Reflection on God’s Word (cont’d).
That is not all, though. At the end of the first paragraph,
I asked, “How can I do this?” The answer is, I can’t, at
least not on my own. God can, so I must be open to the
Holy Spirit working to change me. The Apostle Paul’s
words from Romans 12:2 describe this transformation so
well. I like how the Good News Translation puts it: “Do
not conform yourselves to the standards of this world, but
let God transform you inwardly by a complete change of
your mind.”

Loving God, you are kind and merciful. Lead us away
from the temptations to judge and condemn so that we,
too, may be kind, merciful and forgiving. Transform us
so that we love as Christ loves.
Creighton University Online Ministry

A Commentary: Someone dr ove thr ough
our neighborhood last Monday night and
pulled up and tore down two signs we had
on the St. Therese Little Flower grounds that read: “Black
Lives are Sacred”. When I saw the destruction early Tuesday morning, my heart was saddened. The signs were not
in an area or part of the city where it would cause controversy, one was in front of our church office building the
other in front of our church. Now, we all know all lives
are sacred. Fr. Rost had just preached on Sunday on how
we are all made in the image and likeness of God. That’s
pretty sacred. We do sin and sometimes we tarnish that
image but that claim of that image never goes away. All
lives are sacred. Our yard signs were to remind us all,
black, white, brown, Asian, African, Mexican, Jamaican,
Native American, ALL are Sacred. In the midst of Ahmaud Arbery, George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Daunte
Wright, Tamir Rice, Amir Locke and so many others, we
remember Whose we are. Our signs can be destroyed. Our
images remain the same, SACRED.
BJ

Friday, February 25, 2022 is the date for our Mardi
Gras! Don’t forget your Mardi Gras tickets. They will be
on sale after Mass on Sunday or you may purchase online
at stlfkc.org The flyer included with this bulletin has additional information.
If you have donations for the auction or monetary donations, please bring them to Mass or drop them off
no later than Tuesday, February 22 at Noon.
www.stlfkc.org St. Therese Little Flower Parish
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About 1/3 of all deaths are related to heart disease. Heart
attacks and strokes are life-and death cardiac emergencies.
Here and some warning signs for both. If any of these
symptoms are present call 911 immediately.

Rev. Clarence Joseph Rivers
Anyone who participates in a Catholic liturgy enlivened by
music coming from the African American cultural tradition
is benefitting from the legacy of Fr. Clarence Joseph Rivers. The Second Vatican Council, in the early 1960s,
opened the door of the Church to liturgies conducted in the
language of the local people and, through its broader emphasis on inculturation, ushered in new possibilities for
liturgical music. In that context, beginning while the Council was still in session, it was Fr. Rivers more than any other single person who pioneered the integration of black sacred music into the Catholic celebration of the Eucharist
and other liturgical settings.
Upon Fr. Rivers’ death in 2005, at age 73, Atlanta Archbishop Wilton Gregory—who at that time was bishop of
Belleville, Illinois and the recent past president of the National Conference of Catholic Bishops—said: Fr. Clarence
Rivers was a musical and cultural genius who provided
great pride for African-American Catholics by composing
music for the Catholic liturgy that clearly and proudly reflected the cultural gifts of black people in our country.”
Bishop Gregory went on to say that, through his music,
Rivers “brought the church closer to African-Americans
while at the same time enriching the Catholic church with a
spiritual vibrancy and artistic expression that crossed all
racial barriers.” He characterized Fr. Rivers as “a pioneer
musician, liturgist, and cultural treasure.”
Born September 9, 1931, in Selma, Alabama, into a family
that was not Catholic, Clarence Joseph Rufus Rivers was
enrolled in the fourth grade at St. Ann School following the
family’s move to Cincinnati. Eventually, the entire family
became Catholic, and Clarence discerned a call to the
priesthood while still in high school. At the time of his ordination in 1956, he was the first black priest in the Archdiocese of Cincinnati, and quickly confronted the reality of
racism when the parishioners at the parish where he was
initially assigned refused to accept him. Following his
transfer to St. Joseph Church, the 32-year old assistant pastor sought a way to promote more active congregational
participation in the liturgy. This prompted him in 1963 to
develop and record “An American Mass Program,” a series
of compositions blending rhythmic and melodic elements
of the Negro spirituals with Gregorian chant.
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Warning signs for stroke:
 sudden numbness or weakness of face, arm or leg
 sudden confusion or trouble speaking
 sudden trouble seeing in one or both eyes
 sudden trouble walking and a loss of balance
 sudden severe headache.

Warning signs for heart attack:
 chest discomfort like pressure, squeezing, or pain that
lasts more than a few minutes,
 discomfort in other areas of the upper body which may
include pain in both arms, the back, neck, jaw or stomach
 shortness of breath which may also be with chest discomfort
 other signs like breaking out in a cold sweat, nausea or
lightheadedness.

The American Heart Association offers some tips on maintaining a healthy heart. Heredity is not something you can
change, but these lifestyle changes are something that you
can change and make a difference in your health.
Here are 7 tips to maintain a ‘healthy heart’.


Eat mostly plants. Adopting a plant-based diet can have
a huge effect on the health of your heart. ...



Reduce your fat intake to 10% of your daily calories.



Consume whole, unrefined plant foods such as fresh
fruits, vegetables, whole grains and legumes. ...



Reduce your sodium intake.



Manage your weight.



Don't smoke!



Exercise.

www.stlfkc.org St. Therese Little Flower Parish
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Senior Center Hours
Mon—Wed, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Daily Lunch Hours:
Mon.-Wed, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Over 60 yrs. — $3 suggested donation — All others $5.75
Reservation at Sign-In Table; 1 day in advance
“Thank You”
St. Therese Senior Center — 816.444.3514
All seniors, volunteers and visitors must wear a mask.

The Senior Center has been attracting seniors of all
ages which has offered new energy and
excitement to our activities.
If you are available during the day, please
consider joining the seniors for crafts, games,
meals and fellowship.

A Memorial Mass
for Bob Edsall
will be held on Thursday, February 24th—10:30 a.m. at
St. Francis Xavier Catholic Church, 1001 E. 52nd St.,
Kansas City, MO 64110. Contributions may be made to
the St. Francis Xavier Church Food Pantry.
Please continue to pray for Glenda, Ashley and Ashton
Johnson as they prepare for funeral services on Saturday, February 19 for Glenda’s Mother, Author Lee
Clark. Car ds of condolence and suppor t may be
sent to Glenda's new address: 12900 East 57th Street,
Kansas City MO 64133.
May Christ grant them, family and friends peace at this
difficult time.
Joseppi Sandoval
9332 Talister Ct.
Waldorf, MD 20603-3888

St. Therese Book Club
The next meeting of the St. Therese Book Club will be
Thursday, March 17, 2022 in the Office Building Living Room at 4:00 p.m. to continue our discussion:
RACIAL JUSTICE AND THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH.
Please read Chapter 2,
Pages 103-129.
Please contact Sr. Helen Alder with
questions: 816.942.2746.
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Parish Staff
Fr. Matt Rotert, Pastor
mrotert@stlfkc.org
Fr. Ravinjose, Associate Pastor
ravinjose@stlfkc.org
Sr. Helen Alder, Parish Nurse
816.942.2746
B.J. Atkinson, Director, Emergency Assistance
bjatkinson@stlfkc.org
Donna Arnone, Business Manager
busmgr@stlfkc.org
Tami Chestnut, Director, Gospel Choir
816.812.1826
tchestnut@stlfkc.org
Estelle Tunley, Director, Liturgy & Music
etunley@stlfkc.org
Sharon Sanders, Director, Senior Center & 816.444.3514
Safe Environment Coordinator ssanders@stlfkc.org
Diocesan Ombudsman, Joe Crayon
816.812.2500
crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org
Victim Assistance Coordinator, Whitney True-Francis
816.392.0011
true.francis@diocesekcsj.org
Pastoral Council
Charlene Andrews
913.634.2031
payleejane@yahoo.com
Elliott Clark
816.896.2907
elliottclark50@att.net
Roberta Gumbel (Co-chair) 917.826.5688
gumbelr@msn.com
Carol Johnson
816.769.7534
cjohns1941@gmail.com
Rosalind O’Hora
816.394.5923
Rosalind.ohora@att.net
Brian Reeves (Co-chair) 816.728.-0883
BeKayR@aol.com
Alicia Rowland
913.205.8588
acd2992@gmail.com
Sr. Gabrielle Smits
816-3042360
gmsmits42@gmail.com
Finance Committee
Bridgette Atkinson
Carmen Denvir
Sharon Hardy (Chair)
Hazel McAllister
Bill Poppie

816.778.2953
816.82.2517
816.898.9251
816.260.4787
913.209.3411

abridgette89@gmail.com
cdenvir514@gmail.com
sharonauditor1@gmail.com
hb50mcallister@gmail.com
bpoppie1947@gmail.com

Anointing of the Sick: Sacrament takes place at seasonal communal
celebrations and may be requested as needed and offered after Mass.
Eucharist for the Sick: Contact the Parish Office.

The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual abuse in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual abuse:
1) Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is
currently under the age of 18), and
2) Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and
3) After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report
suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Diocesan
Ombudsman Joe Crayon at 816.812-2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org, if
the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee, or volunteer of the Diocese of
Kansas City-St. Joseph. The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing
care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their families.
Please contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim Assistance Coordinator, at
816.392.0011 or true.francis@diocesekcsj.org
www.stlfkc.org St. Therese Little Flower Parish
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