Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

January 16, 2022

St. Therese Little flower parish

“I will send down a shower of roses
from the heavens, I will spend my

heaven by doing good on earth.”

― St. Thérèse of Lisieux

MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday Masses
Sunday……………...…….……………......9:00 a.m.
Weekday Mass
Wednesday………….…...…………….....12:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Contact Fr. Matt Rotert
Office Hours
Monday-Friday……………..…….9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Closed Noon-1:00 p.m.
Tel: 816.444.5406………….……...Fax: 816.444.9345
Senior Center………….…………...…...816.444.3514
Website:…………………….………...www.stlfkc.org
Diocesan Ombudsman:………….……...816.812.2500
Kathleen Chastain, Victims’ Advocate:...816.392.0011

We, God’s people, are a remnant whose faith has been tested
and tempered by the transitions in our neighborhoods and our
church. We do not have one common ethnic, religious,
social, or economic background. We do have a common
experience, of being the diverse but complementary members
of the one Body of Christ. Because of this common
experience, We choose to be St. Therese Parish Community.
We choose to use our gifts to build up the Body of Christ
Incarnate here. This mission must take place both within the
faith community and in reaching out to others. We confess
the need to become more aware of one another and of the
Lord calling us to be united in God’s spirit. We will strive to
develop this awareness not only for our own sake, but so that
we may become credible and inviting to those seeking Christ
and His Gospel.
We answer this calling first by faithfully sharing the Word
and breaking Bread together. We then realize our vocation to
affirm one another’s gift, to reach out to the poor, to work for
justice, to help form young minds and hearts, to acknowledge
the place of the elders in our community, and to create a
climate of fellowship for all people.

MISSION STATEMENT
St. Therese Little Flower Parish • 5814 Euclid Avenue, Kansas City, MO 64130 • 816.444.5406 • www.stlfkc.org
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Sunday, January 16, 2022
Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Sunday
Mass-Intention for Larry Weians by Bill Seiter
Mass—9:00 a.m. Celebrant: Fr. Waris
Wednesday, January 19, 2022
Mass—Noon
Sunday, January 23, 2022
Third Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mass—9:00 a.m. Celebrant: Fr. Rotert

January 16, 2022—Ministers
Lectors
Eucharistic Ministers
Anola Pickett
Birdie Miller
Julie Broyle
Dan Dakotas
January 23, 2022—Ministers
Lectors
Eucharistic Ministers
Sandy Jones
Sr. Ann Landers
Steven Atkinson

Pray with Scripture...
St. Therese Little Flower community prays for the following:
Mike and Rosemary Arnone, Bridgette Atkinson, Marian Barackman,
Laura Battle, David Biersmith, Mary L. Brown, Louis Byrd, John
Chapman, Juanita Cherry, Aquilla Clark, Author Clark, Elliott Clark,
Lisa Coan, Quinn Cogan, Evelyn Coleman, Charles Coulter, Barbara Jo
Davis, Pamela Denson, Carol Dodd, Ronnell Foster, Jessie Mae Frazier, JoAnn Freeman, Linda Friesen, Family of Chez Gayhardt, Marilyn Hardy, Ernestine Iseman, Dan Ivory, Yazmeen and Yman King,
Mary B. Kratofil, Benjamin Lenley, Jr., Benjamin Lenley, Sr., Aidan
Liesveld, Jim Lipps, Stephen Loston, Annie McCalla, Bob McCombs,
Helen McVay, Jeannine Mock, Doris Moore, Venus Moore, John R.
O’Malley, Irene Phillips, Luqrecia Preston, Marilyn Richardson, Judy
Rieck, Ed Rogers, Fr. Bob Rost, Donald Sanders, Oden Sainte, Lee
John Scott, Sharon Sears, Bill Seiter, Patricia Seiter, Arthur Shelton,
Allen Shelton, Jeremiah Smith, Olivia Smith, Tracy Smith, Elaine Stevenson, Michael Stevenson, Edmond Stryker, Karen Talley, Toinette
Tomayo, Family of Beverly Watson, Joshua Webb, Jr., Dorothy Whited, Bobby J. Willis, Antwine Williams, Family of Charles Williams,
the elderly and infirmed, the chronically ill and caregivers; for those
who attend to the dying and grieving; for medical professionals and
first responders; for those seeking a better life for their families.
For those suffering from Covid-19 and their families, for the many
disabled who are fighting the virus, for those in hospitals and nursing
homes who cannot have visitors and families isolated from their loved
ones, those who have died and the many health care workers and staffs
who serve those who are ill, even at their own risk.
For the homeless and those lost in this world; for those who harbor
hatred, those whose right to livelihood and respect are disregarded,
those who live in fear and especially for those who have no one to pray
for them. For all of God’s people in this most difficult time.
For the brokenness that exists anywhere, in our hearts, minds, body and
spirits, that we might be healed. For any brokenness that exists in our
city, country and world, that we might be instruments of healing and
peace.
“Heal Our Land, Lord. Heal Our Land!”
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January 16, 2022
Isaiah 62: 1-5
Psalms 96: 1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8, 9-10
I Corinthians 12: 4-11
John 2: 1-11

January 23, 2022
Nehemiah 8:2-4, 5-6, 8-10
Psalms 19:8, 9, 10, 15
I Corinthians 12:12-30
Luke 1:1-4,4:14-21
.

YOUR GIFTS

Week of 1/9

% of
Weekly
Budget

Offertory

$5,596.00

Emergency Assistance

$2,864.00

148%
324%

Senior Center

$657.00

190%

Christmas Baskets

$102.00

Other

$67.00

Total

$9,286.00

Please consider giving via bank draft from your savings or checking
account or by debit or credit card. Go to stlfkc.org and click on “Give”
to sign up or to submit your offering. You can select Regular Tithe,
Emergency Assistance, or Senior Center. You also have the option of having your donation submitted on a recurring basis.
Please be as generous as you are able, pray for us all and stay
safe! Donna Arnone, Business Manager can assist in setting up
your online giving.

If you want to discontinue receiving envelopes,
please send message to: Donna at: busmgr@stlfkc.org.
www.stlfkc.org St. Therese Little Flower Parish

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Weekly Reflection on God’s Word

Isaiah 62: 1-5
Psalms 96: 1-2a, 2b-3, 7-8, 9-10
I Corinthians 12: 4-11
John 2: 1-11

The subject of the passage from Isaiah is God’s relationship
to the Hebrews during the time following their exile in Babylon. The Psalm extolls the glory of the God of Israel. In the
excerpt from Paul’s letter to the Corinthians, he considers the
diversity of gifts of the Spirit. The Gospel is the familiar story of the wedding at Cana. Today’s readings start and end
with a wedding theme - first comparing God’s relationship to
God’s people to that of a couple and finishing with the story
Jesus’ first miracle at the celebration of the covenant between a couple.
Why a wedding for Jesus’ first miracle? I have read a number of suggestions ranging from underscoring the importance
of marriage to maintaining the family honor. (It is clear that
Jesus’ family was intimately involved with the event based
on His mother making the request for His intervention as
well as His family traveling together with Him in the Gospel
verse following today’s reading.) Others have even suggested that this was only His first public miracle. I like to think
that the wedding at Cana sets the stage for Jesus’ public life.
My sense is that rather than for drinking, the water vessels
were there for ritual cleansing. I can imagine that Jesus is
taking something related to prescribed actions and is repurposing it in terms of something that serves relationships.
This is part of a pattern that I find recurring in the Gospels.
Today’s first reading leads me to infer that God is more
opening the door to a relationship than serving as a judge. In
the Psalm, I see God as a gift giver deserving of our gratitude rather than as a rule maker. Even Paul (who is not one
known for being above passing judgment) has a more relationship-oriented message in today’s passage. I find myself
drawn to St. Paul’s comment on the diversity of gifts. I think
about how we are called to respond as recipients of God’s
gifts. I am moved to consider the current labor market and
the historically large number of people who are rethinking
their role in the workplace.
My wife and I are finding ourselves among the disproportionate number of people later in their lives who are reassessing how we can best serve in our remaining years. Finally, the Gospel may just be preparing us for the replacement
of the Old Testament laws with the two great New Testament commandments based on relationships: Love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all
your mind. The second is like it: Love your neighbor as
yourself. My prayer today focuses on relationships.
Creighton University Online Ministry

Page 3

January 16, 2022
A Time of Reflection on Martin Luther King Jr. Day
The “I Have a Dream” speech
given by Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. at the Lincoln Memorial in Washington D.C. is
one of the greatest speeches
ever given by one of our Nation’s greatest citizens. King
believed in a world where the
color of a person’s skin, their
religion or nationality never
factored into another person’s judgement. He believed in
fairness and equality for all persons. He never backed down
and he never lost hope. Even after the foulness administered
to them in Birmingham, he believed. Even when he was
jailed, spending eleven days behind bars, he believed. He
believed in that the inherent goodness in all men, that someday man will finally realize that we are no different and that
all deserve equality and have the right to live without fear of
their neighbor. He fought for the rights of his brothers and
sisters, not with his fists, but with his pen and his heart.
King never made it to his 40th birthday, yet he lived one of
the most instrumental lives in U. S. history. He was one of
the greatest of us all and should be honored as such.
In honor of Martin Luther King Jr., many spend a day in service to others, some honor him by spreading his message to
the young and old alike, some honor him by reflecting on
their own life and what they have done to help King’s dream
become a reality. However you choose to honor his message,
do so with hope.
Excerpt of Dr. King’s revolutionary speech; a speech much
needed as a counter to today’s divisive rhetoric:

Let us not wallow in the valley of despair, I say to you today, my friends.

And so even though we face the difficulties of today and
tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a dream deeply rooted in
the American dream.

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live
out the true meaning of its creed: “We hold these truths to be
self-evident, that all men are created equal.”

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the
sons of former slaves and the sons of former slave owners
will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood.

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a
state sweltering with the heat of injustice, sweltering with the
heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and justice.
(cont’d on Page 4)
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A Time of Reflection on Martin Luther King Jr. Day
(cont’d)

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live

SAVE YOUR NECK!

in a nation where they will not be judged by the color of
their skin but by the content of their character.

If you work at a desk all day or some other work that has
you looking down you may have neck pain or stiffness.

I have a dream today!

Prevention : Good postur e, body mechanics, and exer cise are important to prevent neck pain. Most neck pain that
isn't due to arthritis or and injury is completely avoidable. Sit straight in your
chair with you low back supported.
Avoid sitting for a long time without getting up or changing positions. Take mini
-breaks several times each hour to stretch
your neck muscles.

I have a dream that one day, down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its governor having his lips dripping with
the words of “interposition” and “nullification” — one day
right there in Alabama little black boys and black girls will
be able to join hands with little white boys and white girls as
sisters and brothers.

I have a dream today!
Excerpted from Peter Henteman – My City Magazine

COME AND SEE THE CSJ WAY
Are you looking for a way to be a part
of something bigger than yourself? Are
you finding yourself drawn to a deeper
spirituality, to community, to a focus on
justice and mission? If YES, then consider exploring ways of being in relationship with the
Sisters of St. Joseph of Carondelet.

To find out more about the CSJ WAY, join us: for an
informational meeting:
 Sunday, January 30. 2022—1:00 p.m.
 St. Therese Little Flower Church Hall
For more information and to RSVP, contact Sister Gabrielle Smits – 816-304-2360 or Sister Ann Landers –
816-304-2968.
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If you work at a computer, adjust the monitor so that
the top of the screen is at eye level. Use a document
holder that puts your work at the same level as the
screen.



If you use the telephone a lot, consider using a headset
of speaker phone.



If your neck stiffness is worse in the morning, check
your sleeping position (and your activities the day before}. Also, a hard mattress and a pillow that doesn't
force your head forward when on your back will help.
Also if you lie on your side your nose should align with
the center of the body.



Some Exercises May Help (or keep you from getting
neck pain.) Sit or stand tall, looking straight ahead.
Slowly tuck your chin in as you glide your head backwards. Hold for a count of 5 and then repeat 6-10
times. If you feel pain do not glide your head as far
back.



Sit or stand tall and glide your head backward as in exercise 1. Raise both arms so that your hands are next to
your ears. Take a deep breath , and as you exhale lower
your elbows down and back. Feel your shoulder blades
slide down and together, Hold for a few seconds. Relax and repeat 6-10 times.



Place your hands on top of your head. Move your head
backward , forward, and side to side against the gentle
pressure from your hands, holding each position for
several seconds, Repeat 6-10 times. Try to do all exercises twice a day.
www.stlfkc.org St. Therese Little Flower Parish

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
Senior Center Hours
Mon—Wed, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Daily Lunch Hours:
Mon.-Wed, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Over 60 yrs. — $3 suggested donation — All others $5.75
Reservation at Sign-In Table; 1 day in advance
“Thank You”
St. Therese Senior Center — 816.444.3514
All seniors, volunteers and visitors must wear a mask.

The Senior Center has been attracting seniors of all
ages which has offered new energy and
excitement to our activities.

If you are available during the day, please
consider joining the seniors for crafts, games,
meals and fellowship.

January 16, 2022
Parish Staff
Fr. Matt Rotert, Pastor
mrotert@stlfkc.org
Fr. Ravinjose, Associate Pastor
ravinjose@stlfkc.org
Sr. Helen Alder, Parish Nurse
816.942.2746
B.J. Atkinson, Director, Emergency Assistance
bjatkinson@stlfkc.org
Donna Arnone, Business Manager
busmgr@stlfkc.org
Tami Chestnut, Director, Gospel Choir
816.812.1826
tchestnut@stlfkc.org
Estelle Tunley, Director, Liturgy & Music
etunley@stlfkc.org
Sharon Sanders, Director, Senior Center & 816.444.3514
Safe Environment Coordinator ssanders@stlfkc.org
Diocesan Ombudsman, Joe Crayon
816.812.2500
crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org
Victim Assistance Coordinator, Whitney True-Francis
816.392.0011
true.francis@diocesekcsj.org
Pastoral Council
Charlene Andrews
913.634.2031
payleejane@yahoo.com
Elliott Clark
816.896.2907
elliottclark50@att.net
Roberta Gumbel (Co-chair) 917.826.5688
gumbelr@msn.com
Carol Johnson
816.769.7534
cjohns1941@gmail.com
Rosalind O’Hora
816.394.5923
Rosalind.ohora@att.net
Brian Reeves (Co-chair) 816.728.-0883
BeKayR@aol.com
Alicia Rowland
913.205.8588
acd2992@gmail.com
Sr. Gabrielle Smits
816-3042360
gmsmits42@gmail.com
Finance Committee
Bridgette Atkinson
Carmen Denvir
Sharon Hardy (Chair)
Hazel McAllister
Bill Poppie

816.778.2953
816.82.2517
816.898.9251
816.260.4787
913.209.3411

abridgette89@gmail.com
cdenvir514@gmail.com
sharonauditor1@gmail.com
hb50mcallister@gmail.com
bpoppie1947@gmail.com

Anointing of the Sick: Sacrament takes place at seasonal communal
celebrations and may be requested as needed and offered after Mass.
Eucharist for the Sick: Contact the Parish Office.

St. Therese Book Club
The next meeting of the St. Therese Book Club will be
Thursday, January 20, 2022 in the Office Building
Living Room at 4:00 p.m. to continue our discussion:
RACIAL JUSTICE AND THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH.
Please read Chapter 2,
Pages 43-82.
Please contact Sr. Helen Alder with
questions: 816.942.2746.
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The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual abuse in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual abuse:
1) Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is
currently under the age of 18), and
2) Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and
3) After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report
suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Diocesan
Ombudsman Joe Crayon at 816.812-2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org, if
the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee, or volunteer of the Diocese of
Kansas City-St. Joseph. The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing
care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their families.
Please contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim Assistance Coordinator, at
816.392.0011 or true.francis@diocesekcsj.org
www.stlfkc.org St. Therese Little Flower Parish
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Save the Date !
St. Therese Mardi Gras 2022
February 25, 2022
Drexel Hall
Individual Tickets—$20
Reserved Tables for 8—$200
Music, Dancing, Entertainment and Great Food!
What can you do to help? Help us get donations for the auction and raffles!


Gift Cards to various stores– grocery, Quik Trip, department stores, sporting goods,
electronics, etc.



Gift Cards to Restaurants



Gift Cards to Movie Theater or Events



New items that can be used for auction/raffle



Services such as “handy person”



Donations from businesses and organizations



Dinners for “4” or “8” or more

More information will be coming in the days ahead.
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