Easter Sunday

April 17, 2022

St. Therese Little flower parish

“I will send down a shower of roses
from the heavens, I will spend my

heaven by doing good on earth.”

― St. Thérèse of Lisieux

MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday Masses
Sunday……………...…….……………......9:00 a.m.
Weekday Mass
Wednesday………….…...…………….....12:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Contact Fr. Matt Rotert
Office Hours
Monday-Friday……………..…….9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Closed Noon-1:00 p.m.
Tel: 816.444.5406………….……...Fax: 816.444.9345
Senior Center………….…………...…...816.444.3514
Website:…………………….………...www.stlfkc.org
Diocesan Ombudsman:………….……...816.812.2500
Kathleen Chastain, Victims’ Advocate:...816.392.0011

We, God’s people, are a remnant whose faith has been tested
and tempered by the transitions in our neighborhoods and our
church. We do not have one common ethnic, religious,
social, or economic background. We do have a common
experience, of being the diverse but complementary members
of the one Body of Christ. Because of this common
experience, We choose to be St. Therese Parish Community.
We choose to use our gifts to build up the Body of Christ
Incarnate here. This mission must take place both within the
faith community and in reaching out to others. We confess
the need to become more aware of one another and of the
Lord calling us to be united in God’s spirit. We will strive to
develop this awareness not only for our own sake, but so that
we may become credible and inviting to those seeking Christ
and His Gospel.
We answer this calling first by faithfully sharing the Word
and breaking Bread together. We then realize our vocation to
affirm one another’s gift, to reach out to the poor, to work for
justice, to help form young minds and hearts, to acknowledge
the place of the elders in our community, and to create a
climate of fellowship for all people.

MISSION STATEMENT
St. Therese Little Flower Parish • 5814 Euclid Avenue, Kansas City, MO 64130 • 816.444.5406 • www.stlfkc.org
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Sunday, April 17, 2022—Easter Sunday
Mass—9:00 am Celebrant—Fr. Rost

He is Risen!

Monday, April 18, 2022—Office Closed
Senior Center Closed

Truly He is!

Wednesday, April 20, 2022
Mass—Noon
Sunday, April 24, 2022—2nd Sunday of Easter
Mass—9:00 am Celebrant—Fr. Ravi
Mass Intention for Sue Svec by Carol Johnson

St. Therese Little Flower community prays for the following:
Mike and Rosemary Arnone, Bridgette Atkinson, Marian Barackman,
David Biersmith, Mary L. Brown, Louis Byrd, John Chapman, Juanita
Cherry, Aquilla Clark, Elliott Clark, Lisa Coan, Quinn Cogan, Evelyn
Coleman, Charles Coulter, Barbara Jo Davis, Pamela Denson, Carol
Dodd, Jessie Mae Frazier, JoAnn Freeman, Linda Friesen, Ernestine
Iseman, Dan Ivory, Family of Barbara Jones, Mary B. Kratofil, Benjamin Lenley, Jr., Benjamin Lenley, Sr., Aidan Liesveld, Jim Lipps, Benni Lipschuetz, Stephen Loston, Annie McCalla, Bob McCombs, Helen
McVay, Jeannine Mock, Doris Moore, Venus Moore, Freida Moss,
John R. O’Malley, Family of Irene Phillips, Luqrecia Preston, Marilyn
Richardson, Judy Rieck, Ed Rogers, Fr. Bob Rost, Donald Sanders,
Oden Sainte, Lee John Scott, Sharon Sears, Bill Seiter, Patricia Seiter,
Arthur Shelton, Allen Shelton, Jeremiah Smith, Olivia Smith, Tracy
Smith, Elaine Stevenson, Michael Stevenson, Edmond Stryker, Karen
Talley, Toinette Tomayo, Joshua Webb, Jr., Dorothy Whited, Bobby J.
Willis, Antwine Williams, the elderly and infirmed, the chronically ill
and caregivers; for those who attend to the dying and grieving; for
medical professionals and first responders; for those seeking a better
life for their families.
For those suffering from Covid-19 and their families, for the many
disabled who are fighting the virus, for those in hospitals and nursing
homes who cannot have visitors and families isolated from their loved
ones, those who have died and the many health care workers and staffs
who serve those who are ill, even at their own risk.
For the homeless and those lost in this world; for those who harbor
hatred, those whose right to livelihood and respect are disregarded,
those who live in fear and especially for those who have no one to pray
for them. For all of God’s people in this most difficult time. For the
people in lands under the threat and ;reality of war, especially Ukraine.
For the brokenness that exists anywhere, in our hearts, minds, body and
spirits, that we might be healed. For any brokenness that exists in our
city, country and world, that we might be instruments of healing and
peace.
“Heal Our Land, Lord. Heal Our Land!”
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April 17, 2022—Ministers
Lectors
Eucharistic Ministers
Letty Baker
Anola Pickett
Martha Graham
Sr. Gabrielle Smits
April 24, 2022—Ministers
Lectors
Eucharistic Ministers
Anola Pickett
Sr. Helen Flemington
Carol Johnson

Pray with Scripture...
April 17, 2022
Acts 10: 34a, 37-43
Psalms 118: 1-2, 16-17, 22-23
Colossians 3: 1-4
John 20: 1-9

YOUR GIFTS
Offertory
Emergency Assistance

Senior Center
Other
Total

April 24, 2022
Acts 5: 12-16
Psalms 118: 2-4, 13-15, 22-24
Revelation 1: 9-11a, 12-13, 17-19
John 20:19-31

Week of
4/10/2022

Weekly Budget
Difference

$5,729.00
$105.00
$324.00

+$1,935.73
-$ 779.62

-$ 22.15

$1,303.00
$7,461.00

Please consider giving via bank draft from your savings or checking
account or by debit or credit card. Go to stlfkc.org and click on “Give”
to sign up or to submit your offering. You can select Regular Tithe,
Emergency Assistance, or Senior Center. You also have the option of having your donation submitted on a recurring basis.
Please be as generous as you are able, pray for us all and stay
safe! Donna Arnone, Business Manager can assist in setting up
your online giving.

If you want to discontinue receiving envelopes,
please send message to: Donna at: busmgr@stlfkc.org.
www.stlfkc.org St. Therese Little Flower Parish
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Weekly Reflection on God’s Word
Acts 10: 34a, 37-43
Psalms 118: 1-2, 16-17, 22-23
Colossians 3: 1-4
John 20: 1-9
The very first time the person of Jesus appears in the Gospel of
John, He beckons two disciples of the Baptist to “come and
see”. The remainder of the Gospel follows those three words.
Jesus will be flashing signs inviting a faith-statement from
those who could see. Seeing becomes a most important response to seeing the signs. Chapter nine is entirely dedicated to
the recovery of seeing for a man who was born not able to see.
Jesus came to be seen! In the same first chapter, that same John
the Baptist declares that he has seen and testifies that, “He is
the Son of God”. Jn. 1-34 So the theme is set and meant to be
seen through out the Gospel.
All the “seeing” in the remainder of John’s Gospel leads to our
Easter-Liturgy. Mary Magdala arrives and what she does see is
not Jesus, but a visible fact, the stone guarding the tomb was
rolled away. One of John’s other key images is “light and
dark”, “It was still dark”. Whether out of fear, excitement or
uncertainty, or just as a news broadcaster, Mary runs to find
help.
John, the “disciple whom Jesus loved” and Peter ran to the
tomb. John got there first. Peter arrived second, but was the
first to come into the tomb. Here’s what they saw. Nothing!
Emptiness, except for the burial cloths. John "saw and believed." They did not understand, but lived beyond that. I have
the joy and enjoyment of guiding engaged-couples, here at
Creighton University, through their preparation for their beginning the Sacramental Journey of Marriage. Eventually we get to
their first meeting, their courtship, their individual arrival at the
awareness of their love for each other. It is seldom arrived at
simultaneously. Guess who comes in second most often. My
interest is around the amount of signs, gestures, surprises,
demonstrations, even words to convince the other. “How close
did you have to come? How definitively to force the issue?”
That does stop them for a while. “Close enough to attract, but
not so close as to force!” They usually laugh at themselves
which resolves into the mystery of their loving relationship. It
cannot be proven!
Next Sunday we will be encouraged by the words of Jesus, after Thomas’ belief-statement, that those are blessed who have
not seen and yet believe. It is a comfort to be blessed for believing without seeing, but it is very hard, especially in the darkness of our human days.

We have often heard the phrase “Laughter is
the best Medicine” and it is true that there are
many health benefits of humor and laughter.
Recently we received free books at St.
Therese by Matthew Kelly. One is entitled “I
Heard God Laugh”. He says that laughter is medicine for the
body, mind, and soul He mentions the endless benefits of
laughter some of which are strengthening your immune system,
improving mood, and diminishing pain. Laughter is a powerful
form of stress relief. The list goes on:
Burns calories

Eases anxiety

A natural
antidepressant

Increases

Reduces anger &
other negative
emotions

Increases our energy and enthusiasm
for life

Improves personal
satisfaction

Strengthens
relationships

Helps defuse
conflicts

Shifts perspective

Attracts other
people to us

Connects us with
others

Makes our burdens
seem lighter

Creates a sense
of belonging

Bonds people
together

Enhances teamwork

Improves
productivity

happiness

Matthew Kelly says that a good laugh relaxes the body, eases
tension, and leaves your muscles relaxed for up to 45 minutes.
It stimulates our heart and increases the number of endorphins
released by your brain which creates a sense of wellbeing. The
amount of oxygen to your lungs increases when you laugh.
Your blood pressure goes down by increased blood flow and it
can protect you from a heart attack. Laughter and humor build
trust, encourage collaboration, increase likability, draw people
to listen, improves memory and retention and can even increase
learning. Laughter releases serotonin which improves focus,
decision making, problem solving, objectivity, openness to new
ideas, and overall brain power.
Here are a few things to expand your sense of humor:
Look for humor.
Observe children.
Increase your exposure to comedies.
Hang around with “funny” friends .
Take a humor break each day and read jokes.
Remind yourself to have fun.

By the time a child reaches nursery school, he/she will
laugh about 300 times a day, but adults laugh only an average
of 17 times a day.” A good sense of humor results in a more
joyful life which is in season as we celebr ate the joy of the
Resurrection.
Page 4

www.stlfkc.org St. Therese Little Flower Parish

“

Easter Sunday

April 17, 2022

Reflection on God’s Word (continued)
This great Easter event celebrates that God has come very
close - close enough to attract us. God has kept a safe
distance so to allow belief to be a free response to that
closeness. Of course, we want “more please,” more tangibility, more of seeing. We like to be convinced as with the
engaged-couples. They want their love, their belief in
their being loved, to be a heartfully-free response.
Mary Magdala and her two seeking companions did not
see what they wanted, what their hearts longed for. Their
Easter is so similar to our own these days of light, growth
and still seeking all that we desire and hope for. Enjoy the
not-seeing, not being convinced and yet believing. In
short, enjoy entering into the belief-seeing of Jesus’ early
friends as they lived His Resurrection without their seeing.
Creighton University Online Ministry

The summit of the Liturgical Year is the Easter Triduum—from the evening of Holy Thursday to the evening
of Easter Sunday.
Though chronologically three days, they are liturgically
one day unfolding for us the unity of Christ's Paschal
Mystery.
The single celebration of the Triduum marks the end of
the Lenten season, and leads to the Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord at the Easter Vigil.
The liturgical services that take place during the Triduum
are:



Mass of the Lord's Supper



Good Friday of the Lord's Passion



Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord

Thank you to all who were
able to support the Lyke
Conference Fish Fry. Your
generosity in purchasing dinners and making donations
will assist participants with the cost of attending the conference. There is a lot of interest and excitement among
some parishioners in joining with others around the
country to be a part of this incredible experience. Keep a
look out for another opportunity to support this group.
Thank you, thank you, thank you!

St. Therese Book Club
The next meeting of the St. Therese Book
Club will be Thursday, April 21, 2022 in
the Office Building Living Room at 4:00
p.m. to continue our discussion on:
RACIAL JUSTICE AND THE CATHOLIC CHURCH.
We will discuss Pages 130—150. Please contact Sr. Helen
Alder with questions: 816.942.2746.
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Knights of Columbus Council #4962
Pilgrimage to Conception Abbey
May 22, 2022 – Departing by motor coach at 7:00 am
from their Raytown Hall - 5101 Blue Ridge Cut-off
R/T Transportation-$30 - Reservation for bus, lunch and
tour must be paid by May 1. Contact Ed Columbus at 816810-2446 for more information and to make reservations. If
using private transportation, please notify Ed Columbus.
www.stlfkc.org St. Therese Little Flower Parish
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Senior Center Hours
Mon—Wed, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Daily Lunch Hours:
Mon.-Wed, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Over 60 yrs. — $3 suggested donation — All others $5.75
Reservation at Sign-In Table; 1 day in advance
“Thank You”
St. Therese Senior Center — 816.444.3514
All seniors, volunteers and visitors must wear a mask.

The Senior Center will be closed on Monday,
April 18 as part of the Easter break and refresh! Please feel free to join the seniors on
April 19 and 20. Happy Easter!

The Senior Center has been attracting seniors of all
ages which has offered new energy and
excitement to our activities.
If you are available during the day, please
consider joining the seniors for crafts, games,
meals and fellowship.

Seniors Donate “2 Ingredient Cake” gift bags
to the Food Pantry!

Parish Staff
Fr. Matt Rotert, Pastor
mrotert@stlfkc.org
Fr. Ravinjose, Associate Pastor
ravinjose@stlfkc.org
Sr. Helen Alder, Parish Nurse
816.942.2746
B.J. Atkinson, Director, Emergency Assistance
bjatkinson@stlfkc.org
Donna Arnone, Business Manager
busmgr@stlfkc.org
Tami Chestnut, Director, Gospel Choir
816.812.1826
tchestnut@stlfkc.org
Estelle Tunley, Director, Liturgy & Music
etunley@stlfkc.org
Sharon Sanders, Director, Senior Center & 816.444.3514
Safe Environment Coordinator ssanders@stlfkc.org
Diocesan Ombudsman, Joe Crayon
816.812.2500
crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org
Victim Assistance Coordinator, Whitney True-Francis
816.392.0011
true.francis@diocesekcsj.org
Pastoral Council
Charlene Andrews
913.634.2031
payleejane@yahoo.com
Elliott Clark
816.896.2907
elliottclark50@att.net
Roberta Gumbel (Co-chair) 917.826.5688
gumbelr@msn.com
Carol Johnson
816.769.7534
cjohns1941@gmail.com
Rosalind O’Hora
816.394.5923
Rosalind.ohora@att.net
Brian Reeves (Co-chair) 816.728.-0883
BeKayR@aol.com
Alicia Rowland
913.205.8588
acd2992@gmail.com
Sr. Gabrielle Smits
816-3042360
gmsmits42@gmail.com
Finance Committee
Bridgette Atkinson
Carmen Denvir
Sharon Hardy (Chair)
Hazel McAllister
Bill Poppie

816.778.2953
816.82.2517
816.898.9251
816.260.4787
913.209.3411

abridgette89@gmail.com
cdenvir514@gmail.com
sharonauditor1@gmail.com
hb50mcallister@gmail.com
bpoppie1947@gmail.com

Anointing of the Sick: Sacrament takes place at seasonal communal
celebrations and may be requested as needed and offered after Mass.
Eucharist for the Sick: Contact the Parish Office.
Baptism, Catechumenate Inquiry, Marriage Preparation and
Sacrament of Reconciliation—contact Fr. Matt
The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual abuse in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual abuse:
Garden Beds Available—Spring is here!

1) Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is
currently under the age of 18), and

If you are interested in a garden bed, please contact Sr.
Ann Landers at :

2) Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and

816-304-2968 or palanders frenchtoast.net .

This is an opportunity to see the wonders
of growing your own produce and if you
choose, donate excess to the Food Pantry.
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3) After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report
suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Diocesan
Ombudsman Joe Crayon at 816.812-2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org, if
the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee, or volunteer of the Diocese of
Kansas City-St. Joseph. The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing
care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their families.
Please contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim Assistance Coordinator, at
816.392.0011 or true.francis@diocesekcsj.org
www.stlfkc.org St. Therese Little Flower Parish
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