Fourth Sunday of Lent

March 27, 2022

St. Therese Little flower parish

“I will send down a shower of roses
from the heavens, I will spend my

heaven by doing good on earth.”

― St. Thérèse of Lisieux

MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday Masses
Sunday……………...…….……………......9:00 a.m.
Weekday Mass
Wednesday………….…...…………….....12:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Contact Fr. Matt Rotert
Office Hours
Monday-Friday……………..…….9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Closed Noon-1:00 p.m.
Tel: 816.444.5406………….……...Fax: 816.444.9345
Senior Center………….…………...…...816.444.3514
Website:…………………….………...www.stlfkc.org
Diocesan Ombudsman:………….……...816.812.2500
Kathleen Chastain, Victims’ Advocate:...816.392.0011

We, God’s people, are a remnant whose faith has been tested
and tempered by the transitions in our neighborhoods and our
church. We do not have one common ethnic, religious,
social, or economic background. We do have a common
experience, of being the diverse but complementary members
of the one Body of Christ. Because of this common
experience, We choose to be St. Therese Parish Community.
We choose to use our gifts to build up the Body of Christ
Incarnate here. This mission must take place both within the
faith community and in reaching out to others. We confess
the need to become more aware of one another and of the
Lord calling us to be united in God’s spirit. We will strive to
develop this awareness not only for our own sake, but so that
we may become credible and inviting to those seeking Christ
and His Gospel.
We answer this calling first by faithfully sharing the Word
and breaking Bread together. We then realize our vocation to
affirm one another’s gift, to reach out to the poor, to work for
justice, to help form young minds and hearts, to acknowledge
the place of the elders in our community, and to create a
climate of fellowship for all people.

MISSION STATEMENT
St. Therese Little Flower Parish • 5814 Euclid Avenue, Kansas City, MO 64130 • 816.444.5406 • www.stlfkc.org
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Sunday, March 27, 2022—Third Sunday of Lent
Mass—9:00 a.m. Celebrant: Fr. Rotert
Mass Intention for James Latenser by Patty Glynn

Wednesday, March 30, 2022
Mass—Noon
Simple Supper/Scripture Series—6:00—8:00 pm
Friday, April 1, 2022
Stations of the Cross—4:00 pm
Knights of Columbus Fish Fry
Sunday, April 3, 2022—Fourth Sunday of Lent
Mass—9:00 a.m. Celebrant: Fr. Waris
Mass Intention for Joanne Teresa O'Halloran by
St. Therese Parish

March 27, 2022—Ministers
Lectors
Eucharistic Ministers
Kevin Burdick
Anola Pickett
Gloria Burrell
April 3, 2022—Ministers
Lectors
Eucharistic Ministers
Sandy Jones
Sr. Ann Landers
Julie Broyle
Dan Dakotas

Pray with Scripture...
St. Therese Little Flower community prays for the following:
Mike and Rosemary Arnone, Bridgette Atkinson, Marian Barackman,
David Biersmith, Mary L. Brown, Louis Byrd, John Chapman, Juanita
Cherry, Aquilla Clark, Elliott Clark, Lisa Coan, Quinn Cogan, Evelyn
Coleman, Charles Coulter, Barbara Jo Davis, Pamela Denson, Carol
Dodd, Ronnell Foster, Jessie Mae Frazier, JoAnn Freeman, Linda
Friesen, Ernestine Iseman, Dan Ivory, Mary B. Kratofil, Benjamin
Lenley, Jr., Benjamin Lenley, Sr., Aidan Liesveld, Jim Lipps, Benni
Lipschuetz, Stephen Loston, Annie McCalla, Bob McCombs, Helen
McVay, Jeannine Mock, Doris Moore, Venus Moore, John R. O’Malley, Irene Phillips, Luqrecia Preston, Marilyn Richardson, Judy Rieck,
Ed Rogers, Fr. Bob Rost, Donald Sanders, Oden Sainte, Lee John
Scott, Sharon Sears, Bill Seiter, Patricia Seiter, Arthur Shelton, Allen
Shelton, Jeremiah Smith, Olivia Smith, Tracy Smith, Elaine Stevenson,
Michael Stevenson, Edmond Stryker, Karen Talley, Toinette Tomayo,
Joshua Webb, Jr., Dorothy Whited, Bobby J. Willis, Antwine Williams,
the elderly and infirmed, the chronically ill and caregivers; for those
who attend to the dying and grieving; for medical professionals and
first responders; for those seeking a better life for their families.
For those suffering from Covid-19 and their families, for the many
disabled who are fighting the virus, for those in hospitals and nursing
homes who cannot have visitors and families isolated from their loved
ones, those who have died and the many health care workers and staffs
who serve those who are ill, even at their own risk.
For the homeless and those lost in this world; for those who harbor
hatred, those whose right to livelihood and respect are disregarded,
those who live in fear and especially for those who have no one to pray
for them. For all of God’s people in this most difficult time. For the
people in lands under the threat and ;reality of war, especially Ukraine.
For the brokenness that exists anywhere, in our hearts, minds, body and
spirits, that we might be healed. For any brokenness that exists in our
city, country and world, that we might be instruments of healing and
peace.
“Heal Our Land, Lord. Heal Our Land!”

March 27, 2022
Joshua 5: 9a, 10-12
Psalms 34: 2-3, 4-5, 6-7
2 Corinthians 5: 17-21
Luke 15: 1-3,11-32

April 3, 2022
Isaiah 43: 16-21
Psalms 126: 1-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-5, 6
Philippians 3: 8-14
John 8: 1-11
.

Week of
3/20/2022

% of Weekly
Budget

Offertory

$2, 697.00

Emergency Assistance

$ 460.00

71%
52%

Senior Center

$1,286.00

372%

YOUR GIFTS

Rent
Other
Total

$4,443.00

Please consider giving via bank draft from your savings or checking
account or by debit or credit card. Go to stlfkc.org and click on “Give”
to sign up or to submit your offering. You can select Regular Tithe,
Emergency Assistance, or Senior Center. You also have the option of having your donation submitted on a recurring basis.
Please be as generous as you are able, pray for us all and stay
safe! Donna Arnone, Business Manager can assist in setting up
your online giving.

If you want to discontinue receiving envelopes,
please send message to: Donna at: busmgr@stlfkc.org.
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Weekly Reflection on God’s Word

Joshua 5: 9a, 10-12
2 Corinthians 5: 17-21

Psalms 34: 2-3, 4-5, 6-7
Luke 15: 1-3,11-32

There is much wisdom shared about the sense of hearing.
Make time to listen. Practice active listening. Put on your
listening ears. Tell me your story. We all know the value
of being present through careful listening. Yet there are
many times when we are not very good at hearing what is
being said. Perhaps we have too many distractions. Perhaps we suspect that we might need to hear something we
don’t want to hear. Perhaps the story is so familiar that
we believe we have already heard it.
Today’s Gospel from Luke is the story of the prodigal
son. My initial reaction today to this parable from Jesus
was that I knew where this story was going to take me as I
have heard it so many times in my life. I was ready to tap
into my dutiful oldest child resentment of the younger
sibling who wasted his inheritance. Yet, I felt some gentle urging from God to listen deeper. As I prepared to
read today’s gospel again, I prayed for the Grace to deeply
listen to the word of God.

My attention was immediately captured by the taunts of
Jesus from the Pharisees and scribes: “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.” This left me curious
to learn more. Rather than focusing on a hard working
son who despite doing everything right never gets a party,
I was overwhelmed with the joy expressed by the father
who sees his wayward son metaphorically come back to
life. There could be no better reason for a joyful celebration. What a perfect message of conversion for this Lenten season.
Paul supports this message of conversion in his letter to
Corinthians as he teaches about reconciliation:
And all this is from God, who has reconciled us to himself
through Christ and given us the ministry of reconciliation,
namely, God was reconciling the world to himself in
Christ, not counting their trespasses against them and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.
Continued next page

Saturday., April 23— 9 a.m.
St. Teresa's Academy and Streaming Online
The effects of COVID-19 have pervaded our society. In addition to our physical and mental health, these effects have transformed our workplace, education, social, volunteer and daily
lives.
Join presenters Sisters Rosario Bobadilla and Patrice Coolick
as we acknowledge the trauma of what we continue to go
through. We will share how to heal and transform our experiences into a brighter future, joining in the sacredness of every
person with our positive connections with one another.

Please register by April 20, 2022 at: www.csjsl.org/events/
linger-over-breakfast-kc-6
Dates to Remember
Noon—7

Friday, Apr. 1

Knights of Columbus Fish Fry

Friday, Apr. 8

Lyke Conference Fish Fry

11—6

Sunday, Apr. 10

Palm Sunday of the
Passion of the Lord
(Beginning at the Garden)
Liturgical Color—Red

9 am

Thursday, Apr. 14

Holy Thursday

7 pm

Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Procession to the Altar of
Repose
Liturgical Color—White

Friday, Apr. 15

Good Friday
Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
Liturgical Color—Red

7 pm

Saturday, Apr. 16

Holy Saturday—Easter Vigil
Liturgical Color—White (gold)

8 pm

Sunday, Apr. 17

Easter Sunday
Liturgical Color—White (gold)

9 am

St. Therese Lenten Series—Led by Fr. Ravi

Wednesday, March 30 and April 6. Sign up requested.
 6:00 pm Simple Supper
 6:30-8:00 pm—Reflection and Renewal
Bring your bible and personal note journal .
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Reflection on God’s Word (continued)

Learning about the experiences of the younger son who
spent his entire inheritance on pleasure, I come to understand there have been many gifts in my life that I have
sinfully squandered. As he desperately realizes that the
animals he is caring for have more to eat than he does, I
make space for my shame and face the moments in my
life when I have come to a breaking point.
And as I hear the taunts of the Pharisees and scribes, I
wonder when have I tried to live like Jesus lived and
opened my heart to sinners with joy and without judgment? As the younger son returns home to his father with
contrition and no expectations, I feel an abiding trust in
God’s love for me. This trust in God’s love is grounded in
the wisdom from the Psalm calling us to Taste and See the
Goodness in the Lord.

March 27, 2022
Brain Health
As people live longer many
people develop dementia.
Approximately 50 million
people live with dementia. People think
that cognitive decline is inevitable as you
age, but that isn’t necessarily true. Recent
research has begun to look closely at lifestyle strategies that can effectively protect our minds and
possible push back the average age for onset of dementia. Here are some things that you can do:


Get moving people who are in better shape are significantly less likely to develop dementia. Greater
fitness provides cognitive protection. Plan: Even
small amounts of exercise can begin to make a difference. The Guidelines for Americans is 150 minutes of
moderately-intensive aerobic activity a week and at
least 2 days of strength training. But doing anything
is always beneficial even people doing 2 hrs per week
improved in brain function. Mind-body workouts
such as tai chi are also helpful.



Eat a heart-healthy diet. Research has shown that a
diet that is good for your heart is also good for your
brain. We have mentioned these before the DASH
diet and Mediterranean diet are examples which include berries, leafy greens, healthy fats (such as
those found in olive oil) nuts, and fish. Plan: Eat a
variety of colorful fruits and vegetables. Don’t waste
your money on brain supplements. Memory supplements are big business but no evidence shows that
they work and some of them may not be safe either.



Control Blood Pressure. Research shows that
treating hypertension can reduce risk for cognitive
impairment and risk for dementia. Plan: Know your
numbers because untreated hypertension also leads
to organ damage that affects kidneys, heart and
brain.

Creighton University Online Ministry
Luke 15:18; 18:13
Father, I have sinned against you
and am not worthy to be called your child.
Be merciful to me, a sinner.
Father of mercy, like the prodigal son
I return to you and say:
"I have sinned against you
and am no longer worthy to be called your child."
Christ Jesus, Savior of the world,
I pray with the repentant thief
to whom you promised paradise:
"Lord, remember me in your kingdom."
Holy Spirit, fountain of love,
I call on you with trust:
"Purify my heart,
and help me to walk as a child of the light."

St. Therese Book Club
The next meeting of the St. Therese
Book Club will be Thursday, April 21,
2022 in the Office Building Living
Room at 4:00 p.m. to continue our
discussion on the book:
RACIAL JUSTICE AND THE CATHOLIC CHURCH.
We will discuss Pages 130—150. Please contact Sr. Helen
Alder with questions: 816.942.2746.
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Senior Center Hours
Mon—Wed, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Daily Lunch Hours:
Mon.-Wed, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Over 60 yrs. — $3 suggested donation — All others $5.75
Reservation at Sign-In Table; 1 day in advance
“Thank You”
St. Therese Senior Center — 816.444.3514
All seniors, volunteers and visitors must wear a mask.

The Senior Center has been attracting seniors of all
ages which has offered new energy and
excitement to our activities.
If you are available during the day, please
consider joining the seniors for crafts, games,
meals and fellowship.
We appreciate all who supported
the Senior Center Fish Fry.
Your generosity is much appreciated!

Health Corner—Brain Health (continued)


Engage your Brain. Resear ch has shown that
engaging your bran in lifelong learning can contribute to reduced risk of cognitive decline. People
who regularly engage in intellectual hobbies such as
reading books and playing board games were less
likely to develop dementia later rather than spending
leisure time involved in activities like watching television and shopping. Plan: Anything that stimulates your brain and forces you to learn in helpful. It
may also provide an opportunity for social engagement. Being social is good for our brains because it
helps us interact with others and feel more connected. Activities such as volunteering is also an opportunity for brain stimulation. The St. Therese Senior
Center is good for Brain Health!!

Four habits to curb for your Mind’s sake are:
 smoking
 junk food
 sleeping pills, and
 more than moderate alcohol.
If you want more practical tips on brain health go to
globalcouncilonbrain@health.org
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Parish Staff
Fr. Matt Rotert, Pastor
mrotert@stlfkc.org
Fr. Ravinjose, Associate Pastor
ravinjose@stlfkc.org
Sr. Helen Alder, Parish Nurse
816.942.2746
B.J. Atkinson, Director, Emergency Assistance
bjatkinson@stlfkc.org
Donna Arnone, Business Manager
busmgr@stlfkc.org
Tami Chestnut, Director, Gospel Choir
816.812.1826
tchestnut@stlfkc.org
Estelle Tunley, Director, Liturgy & Music
etunley@stlfkc.org
Sharon Sanders, Director, Senior Center & 816.444.3514
Safe Environment Coordinator ssanders@stlfkc.org
Diocesan Ombudsman, Joe Crayon
816.812.2500
crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org
Victim Assistance Coordinator, Whitney True-Francis
816.392.0011
true.francis@diocesekcsj.org
Pastoral Council
Charlene Andrews
913.634.2031
payleejane@yahoo.com
Elliott Clark
816.896.2907
elliottclark50@att.net
Roberta Gumbel (Co-chair) 917.826.5688
gumbelr@msn.com
Carol Johnson
816.769.7534
cjohns1941@gmail.com
Rosalind O’Hora
816.394.5923
Rosalind.ohora@att.net
Brian Reeves (Co-chair) 816.728.-0883
BeKayR@aol.com
Alicia Rowland
913.205.8588
acd2992@gmail.com
Sr. Gabrielle Smits
816-3042360
gmsmits42@gmail.com
Finance Committee
Bridgette Atkinson
Carmen Denvir
Sharon Hardy (Chair)
Hazel McAllister
Bill Poppie

816.778.2953
816.82.2517
816.898.9251
816.260.4787
913.209.3411

abridgette89@gmail.com
cdenvir514@gmail.com
sharonauditor1@gmail.com
hb50mcallister@gmail.com
bpoppie1947@gmail.com

Anointing of the Sick: Sacrament takes place at seasonal communal
celebrations and may be requested as needed and offered after Mass.
Eucharist for the Sick: Contact the Parish Office.

The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual abuse in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual abuse:
1) Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is
currently under the age of 18), and
2) Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and
3) After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report
suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Diocesan
Ombudsman Joe Crayon at 816.812-2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org, if
the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee, or volunteer of the Diocese of
Kansas City-St. Joseph. The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing
care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their families.
Please contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim Assistance Coordinator, at
816.392.0011 or true.francis@diocesekcsj.org
www.stlfkc.org St. Therese Little Flower Parish

Fourth Sunday of Lent

March 27, 2022

HAUNTED BY GOD: LIFE OF DOROTHY DAY
A PERFORMANCE AT VISITATION PARISH
MARCH 26, 2022 -

7:00pm

Sponsored by Journey To New Life

“It’s not easy to capture the spirit of a woman nominated for sainthood. But Wagner
does it with charm, wit and tremendous faith in the power of her words. Day is fascinating because she was so human and so holy at the same time, and Wagner and her co writers are wise enough to show both sides. They skillfully balance Day’s charms, passions, mistakes and misgivings making the point that people who are not perfect in a
dogmatically religious sense are still capable of performing great acts of faith and
love.”
- M a ur a Tr o e s t e r, C h i c a g o R e a d e r
Haunted by God is an acclaimed play about the co-founder of the Catholic Worker movement,
Dorothy Day (1897-1980), who spent 47 years caring for the poor and leading the Catholic
Church to a more active concern for the needy in U.S. society. The Catholic Worker became a
living movement that has been responsible for feeding and housing the homeless; and today,
there are over 200 Catholic Worker houses around the world. Pope Francis praised Day in a
speech to the U.S. Congress, saying, “Her social activism, her passion for justice and for the
cause of the oppressed, were inspired by the Gospel, her faith, and the example of the saints.”
This dramatic portrait, featuring Still Point Founder/Artistic Director Lisa Wagner-Carollo,
follows Dorothy Day from her days as a 17-year-old Greenwich Village bohemian through
her later years as a tireless champion of social justice. Haunted by God: The Life of Dorothy
Day has been touring the U.S. since May of 1990 and has also been presented internationally
at the Pax Christi International Conference in Assisi, Italy in 1995, and at the 1999 Parliament
of World Religions in Cape Town, South Africa.
Haunted by God was written by Paul Amandes, Lisa Wagner-Carollo and Robert McClory. It
was directed by Virginia Smith, with costume and set design by Daniel Ostling. Lisa WagnerCarollo performs the play.

The price of Admission is free.

However, a Free-Will donation to
help support the cost of the event
would be welcome.
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