Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time

September 4, 2022

St. Therese Little flower parish

“I will send down a shower of roses
from the heavens, I will spend my

heaven by doing good on earth.”

― St. Thérèse of Lisieux

MASS SCHEDULE
Sunday Masses
Sunday……………...…….……………......9:00 a.m.
Weekday Mass
Wednesday………….…...…………….....12:00 p.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Contact Fr. Don Farnan
Office Hours
Monday-Friday……………..…….9:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
Closed Noon-1:00 p.m.
Tel: 816.444.5406………….……...Fax: 816.444.9345
Senior Center………….…………...…...816.444.3514
Website:…………………….………...www.stlfkc.org
Diocesan Ombudsman:………….……...816.812.2500
Whitney True-Francis, Victims’ - Advocate Coordinator
816.392.0011

MISSION STATEMENT
We, God’s people, are a remnant whose faith has been
tested and tempered by the transitions in our neighborhoods and our church. We do not have one common
ethnic, religious, social, or economic background. We
do have a common experience, of being the diverse but
complementary members of the one Body of Christ.
Because of this common experience, We choose to be
St. Therese Parish Community.
We choose to use our gifts to build up the Body of
Christ Incarnate here. This mission must take place
both within the faith community and in reaching out to
others. We confess the need to become more aware of
one another and of the Lord calling us to be united in
God’s spirit. We will strive to develop this awareness
not only for our own sake, but so that we may become
credible and inviting to those seeking Christ and His
Gospel.
We answer this calling fir st by faithfully shar ing the
Word and breaking Bread together. We then realize our
vocation to affirm one another’s gift, to reach out to the
poor, to work for justice, to help form young minds and
hearts, to acknowledge the place of the elders in our
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Sunday, Sep. 4—23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time—9 am Mass
Celebrant— Fr. Don Farnan
Mass Intention for St. Therese Community
Wednesday, Sep. 7—Noon Mass—St. Cloud
Sunday, Sep. 11—24th Sunday in Ordinary Time—9 am Mass
Celebrant—Fr. Jerry Warris
Mass Intention for St. Therese Community

St. Therese Little Flower community prays for the following:
Donna Arnone, Mike and Rosemary Arnone, Bridgette Atkinson,
Marian Barackman, Barbara Beades, David Biersmith, Ben
Bongers, Sheila Brashear, Mary L. Brown, Juanita Cherry, Aquilla
Clark, Elliott Clark, Lisa Coan, Quinn Cogan, Evelyn Coleman,
Charles Coulter, Barbara Jo Davis, Pamela Denson, Carol Dodd,
Peter Doyle, Jessie Mae Frazier, JoAnn Freeman, Linda Friesen,
Ernestine Iseman, Tom Iseman, Dan Ivory, Walter Jackson, Joyce
Jones, Maggie Karnes, Mary B. Kratofil, Benjamin Lenley, Sr.,
Aidan Liesveld, Jim Lipps, Stephen Loston, Annie McCalla, Bob
McCombs, Helen McVay, Jeannine Mock, Doris Moore, Venus
Moore, Freida Moss, John R. O’Malley, Luqrecia Preston, Marilyn
Richardson, Judy Rieck, Ed Rogers, Fr. Bob Rost, Donald Sanders,
Sharon Sanders, Oden Sainte, Lee John Scott, Sharon Sears, Bill
Seiter, Patricia Seiter, Arthur Shelton, Allen Shelton, Jeremiah
Smith, Olivia Smith, Tracy Smith, Elaine Stevenson, Michael Stevenson, Edmond Stryker, Karen Talley, Ron Walton, Diane Washington, Joshua Webb, Jr., Bobby J. Willis, Antwine Williams, Lonnie Woodard, the elderly and infirmed, the chronically ill and caregivers; for those who attend to the dying and grieving; for medical
professionals and first responders; for those seeking a better life for
their families.
For those suffering from Covid-19 and their families, for the many
disabled who are fighting the virus, for those in hospitals and nursing homes who cannot have visitors and families isolated from
their loved ones, those who have died and the many health care
workers and staffs who serve those who are ill, at their own risk.
For the homeless and those lost in this world; for those who harbor
hatred, those whose right to livelihood and respect are disregarded,
those who live in fear and especially for those who have no one to
pray for them. For all of God’s people in this most difficult time.
For the people in lands under the threat and reality of war, especially Ukraine.
For the brokenness that exists anywhere, in our hearts, minds, body
and spirits, that we might be healed. For any brokenness that exists
in our city, country and world, that we might be instruments of
healing and peace.
“Heal Our Land, Lord. Heal Our Land!”
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September 4, 2022—Ministers
Lectors
Eucharistic Ministers
Steven Atkinson
Mary Sweat
Rosalind O’Hora
September 11, 2022—Ministers
Martha Graham
Sr. Helen Flemington
Diana Burdatt
Sr. Helen Alder

Pray with Scripture...
September 4, 2022
Wisdom 9:13-18b
Psalm 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14, 17
Philemon 9-10, 12-17
Luke 14:25-33

YOUR GIFTS

September 11, 2022
Exodus 32:7-11, 13-14
Psalm 51:3-4, 12-13, 17, 19
First Timothy 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-32

Week of
8/28/2022

Weekly Budget
Difference +/-

$2,533.57

Emergency Assistance

$780.00

-$1.922.39
-$104.62

Senior Center

$425.00

$78.85

Other

$17.00

Total

$3,755.57

Offertory

Please consider giving via bank draft from your savings or checking
account or by debit or credit card. Go to stlfkc.org and click on “Give”
to sign up or to submit your offering. You can select Regular Tithe,
Emergency Assistance, Christmas Baskets, Senior Center or Other to designate your donation. You also have the option of having your donation submitted on a recurring basis. Please be as
generous as you are able, pray for us all and stay safe! Donna
Arnone, Business Manager can assist in setting up your online
giving.
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Weekly Reflection on God’s Word
Wisdom 9:13-18b
Psalm 90:3-4, 5-6, 12-13, 14, 17
Philemon 9-10, 12-17
Luke 14:25-33

The thought of hating one’s father and mother, spouse
and children, brothers and sisters, and even one’s own
life does indeed sound harsh. However, when viewed
through the lens of the parallel in Matthew’s gospel, we
see that the point being made is that true discipleship
requires undivided loyalty to Jesus above any other loyalty, including to oneself. Such a commitment might at
times pit us against our relatives or even our own desires
and wishes.
As I reflected on the gospel, I was reminded of the radical and inclusive love that God has for us. In being detached from our relationships and possessions we can
more fully experience this love and be channels of it to
our family, friends, ourselves and even our enemies.
Ironically then, today’s gospel is not calling us to hate
(as we understand hate) our father and mother, spouse
and children, brothers and sisters, and even our own life,
but rather to love these with that radical and inclusive
love that we have experienced as disciples. This is the
true cost of discipleship, and it is not easy.
Crucifixion was an excruciatingly painful and shameful
form of execution, reserved for Rome’s vilest criminals
and insurrectionists, cruelly calculated to deter imitators.
Jesus’ statement, “Whoever does not carry their own
cross and come after me cannot be my disciple,” would
have shocked and rocked his listeners. But that was his
intent.
Continued on next page

September 11—Grandparents’ Day
October 2—Celebrate the Feast of St. Therese Little
Flower Mass (10 am) at Swope Park Bandstand
(followed by lunch, fellowship and activities)
October 30—Celebration of Parish All Saints’ Day

Urban Rangers Shredding Event
Time to gather your old documents
and collect your old electronic equipment and bring them to the Urban
Ranger Corp’s shredding event to be
held on Saturday, September 10, 2022,
from 9 a.m. to noon.
Shredding will be done in the parking lot behind
St. Elizabeth's Parish at 75th and Main. Entrance to parking lot is off of 74th Terrace.
Participants should head north on Main, turn West onto
74th Terr. (only way you can turn) and then follow directions given by Rangers and Staff.
The only charge is $40 for Tube TV’s and $45 for console
style and rear projection TV’s $25 for all monitors. However, the rangers you'll meet will be happy to accept any
donation you’d like to give.
All proceeds from this event support the programs and
services we offer our young men. A list of what is accepted can be found at the www.urckc.org and is also attached
to this email if you’d like to print a few copies for your
members. Even though you will be in your car when dropping off your items we would appreciate it if you would
wear masks while you are at the event.
A flyer is included with this bulletin.
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Weekly Reflection on God’s Word (cont’d)
Jesus is teaching crowds. He uses strong and shocking
language to shake people out of the false security of popular messianic expectations. The conditions Jesus lays
down for discipleship are unambiguous. We must love
him more than our loved ones or ourselves. This is a way
of stating the two great commandments—to love God with
all our hearts, all our beings, all our strength, and all our
minds, and love our neighbors as ourselves.

Discipleship is more than a private matter. Faith in him is
more than a family tradition or personal belief. Following
Jesus takes us into the world, away from home, even away
from ourselves, into relationships with people not like us.
Disciples who try to live as Jesus did can expect to endure
shaming, harassment, and even violence. Jesus’ words
should disturb and challenge us. Being gospel words, they
also carry the power to help us live as disciples.
In what ways do you carry Jesus’ cross?
Creighton University Online Ministry and Good Ground Press

Blue Hills Neighborhood Assoc. News from H.O.P.E.
Grill For Glory, free hotdogs ever y Satur day, 1-3pm, 3634
Brooklyn, Mt. Sinai, Join us for community connection.
Free Hot Food at the cor ner of Independence and Monr oe,
every Sunday at 4:00pm, rain or shine.
Free Legal Advice (and on the spot assistance), September
17, 11:00-1pm, Lucile Bluford Library, 3050 Prospect, RSVP
by September 14: 816-337-5885. Refreshments will be provided, walk-ins are welcome. Learn about Beneficiary Deeds,
Power of Attorney, Property Tax Abatement Applications
10 Week Paid, Educational Employment Program, Teens 1418, Saturdays 9am-1pm, Sept. 17-Nov. 19, applications open
apply www.Youthambassadorskc.org
988 is a version of 911 for mental health emer gencies. Health
officials put the federally backed 988 line in place July 16. It
routes all calls to suicide prevention hotline crisis centers.
Black Women Get Fit, 6 week move challenge. J oin every
Tuesday starting Sept. 6@Spirit of Freedom Fountain, located at
Cleveland & Emmanuel Cleaver Blvd, 6-7pm. Sept 6- Yaminah
Muhammed-African Dance: Sept/ 13-Carolyn King – Tai Chi
New voting rules, include a photo ID and ear ly voting is 2
weeks prior without excuse. Must register to vote by October
12, voter registration at BHNA office and KC Public Libraries.
Blue Hills Volunteers are needed who will be available to drive
folks to Early Voting when it opens.
School bus Drivers, connect 6400 E. 35th Str eet, no experience necessary, 816-418-8955, 816-418-8958, mstevenson@ridesta.com; www.ridesta.com
Free Movie Night, Satur day, Sept 10, 7:30pm, Disneys The
Lion King, RSVP required at www.KCSTARLIGHT.COM
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Watermelon for Health
One fruit that is very available
right now is Watermelon. A ripe
juicy Watermelon satisfies your
thirst and goes the extra mile in
helping maintain a healthy diet. It
satisfies your need for hydration
and is also a healthy snack. It is
sweet and delicious and also is rich in lycopene (an antioxidant) and Vitamin C. It contains more lycopene than
some other fruits or vegetables even tomatoes.
Antioxidants such as lycopene help protect your cells
against free radicals. Free radicals are unstable atoms that
build up in your cells and cause damage. They also play a
role in heart disease, cancer and other diseases. Watermelon contains vitamin C which the body needs to boost
immunity and produce collagen which promotes healthy
skin. Studies suggest that vitamin C may reduce the risk
of age-related skin damage such as wrinkles.
Watermelon also boasts of other nutr ients that have
health benefits which include: Vitamin A, Potassium,
Magnesium, and Vitamin B1, B5, and B6.Watermelon
adds more water to your diet since it contains about 92%
water. Most adult bodies need to maintain about 60% water for normal hydration to promote optimal functioning.
Drinking enough water each day is vital for regulating
body temperature, keeping joints lubricated, preventing
infections and delivering nutrients to cells. Being well
hydrated also improves sleep quality, cognition and mood.
Watermelon is also a ver satile food. It can be cut up
and frozen in ice cubes and used later. It can be blended
with other fruits to make a smoothie. It can be mixed with
vegetables, herbs, and feta cheese to make a salad.
If you want what is good for you and tastes good too, try
some Watermelon!

Golden Wedding Anniversary Masses

The Golden Wedding Anniversary Masses will be on Sunday, September 25, at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception. Please let us know
if you are celebrating a 50th year anniversary this year so
that we can forward your names to the diocese. Please let
us know as soon as possible and no later than Sunday,
September 11.
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Senior Center Hours
Mon—Wed, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Daily Lunch Hours:
Mon.-Wed, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Over 60 yrs. — $3 suggested donation —
All others $5.75
Reservation at Sign-In Table; 1 day in advance
“Thank You”
St. Therese Senior Center — 816.444.3514
All are encouraged to wear a mask.

The St. Therese Senior Center
will collect shoes until they are
notified of the truck pick-up
date. We will let you know
when that date is set. If you have questions, please contact Sharon Sanders.

The St. Therese BOOK CLUB will
begin on Sept 16, 2022 at 4:00 PM.
We meet in the living room of the
office building and will read Near
Occasions of Grace, by Richard
Rohr.
We meet on the third Thursday of
Sept, Oct., Nov., and Dec. The
Knights of Columbus have given us
money to buy the books. Please contact Sr. Helen Alder at 816-942-2746
if you want to join the Book Club and
she will order the books.
BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please submit requests for bulletin announcements by
Noon on Tuesday to bulletin@stlfkc.org.
Please write out the message that you want placed in
the bulletin. We will edit, as needed for space and
other considerations.

St. Therese Parish Registration

September 4, 2022
Parish Staff
Fr. Don Farnan, Parochial Administrator
dfarnan@stlfkc.org
Sr. Helen Alder, Parish Nurse
816.942.2746
B.J. Atkinson, Director, Emergency Assistance
bjatkinson@stlfkc.org
Donna Arnone, Business Manager
busmgr@stlfkc.org
Tami Chestnut, Director, Gospel Choir
816.812.1826
tchestnut@stlfkc.org
Estelle Tunley, Director, Liturgy & Music
etunley@stlfkc.org
Sharon Sanders, Director, Senior Center & 816.444.3514
Safe Environment Coordinator ssanders@stlfkc.org
Diocesan Ombudsman, Joe Crayon
816.812.2500
crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org
Victim Assistance Coordinator, Whitney True-Francis
816.392.0011
true.francis@diocesekcsj.org
Pastoral Council
Charlene Andrews
913.634.2031
payleejane@yahoo.com
Elliott Clark
816.896.2907
elliottclark50@att.net
Roberta Gumbel (Co-chair) 917.826.5688
gumbelr@msn.com
Carol Johnson
816.769.7534
cjohns1941@gmail.com
Rosalind O’Hora
816.394.5923
Rosalind.ohora@att.net
Brian Reeves (Co-chair) 816.728.-0883
BeKayR@aol.com
Alicia Rowland
913.205.8588
acd2992@gmail.com
Sr. Gabrielle Smits
816-3042360
gmsmits42@gmail.com
Finance Committee
Bridgette Atkinson
Carmen Denvir
Sharon Hardy (Chair)
Hazel McAllister
Bill Poppie

816.778.2953
816.82.2517
816.898.9251
816.260.4787
913.209.3411

abridgette89@gmail.com
cdenvir514@gmail.com
sharonauditor1@gmail.com
hb50mcallister@gmail.com
bpoppie1947@gmail.com

Anointing of the Sick: Sacrament takes place at seasonal communal
celebrations and may be requested as needed and offered after Mass.
Eucharist for the Sick: Contact the Parish Office.
Baptism, Catechumenate Inquiry, Marriage Preparation and
Sacrament of Reconciliation—contact Fr. Don

The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph is committed to combating sexual abuse in the Church. If you are a victim of sexual abuse, or if you observe or suspect sexual abuse:

Registration forms are available on the back table.
We welcome all who want to register or those who
need to update your registration.

1) Call the Missouri Child Abuse Hotline at 1.800.392.3738 (if the victim is
currently under the age of 18), and

This is especially important so that weekly
email messages and correspondence that is
mailed can be sent to all
at your current address.

3) After reporting to these civil and law enforcement authorities, report
suspected sexual abuse of a minor or vulnerable adult to the Diocesan
Ombudsman Joe Crayon at 816.812-2500 or crayon@ombudsmankcsj.org, if
the abuse involves a priest, deacon, employee, or volunteer of the Diocese of
Kansas City-St. Joseph. The Diocese has a sincere commitment to providing
care and healing resources to victims of sexual abuse and their families.
Please contact Whitney True-Francis, Victim Assistance Coordinator, at
816.392.0011 or true.francis@diocesekcsj.org
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2) Contact your local law enforcement agency or call 911, and
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